
  

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

CONTENTS            PAGES 

Abstract……………………………………………………………… i 

Acknowledgement…………………………………………………… iii 

Table of Contents……………………………………………………. v 

List of Figures………………………………………………………... viii 

List of Tables…………………………………………………………. ix 

List of Lists…………………………………………………………… x 

 

CHAPTER  I INTRODUCTION 

1.1     The Background of the Study……………………………………….. 1 

1.2     The Research Problems…………………………………………....... 9 

1.3     The Objectives of the Study ………………………………………... 9 

1.4     The Scope of the Study……………………………………………… 9 

1.5     The Significance of the Study……………………………………… 9 

 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

2.1       The Nature of Syntax……….……………………………………...  10  

2.1.1. Syntactic Category ………………………………………… 11 

2.2 The Acquisition of Syntax…………………………………………. 14 

2.3 The Nature of Language Acquisition……………………………… 16 

2.3.1 Language Acquisition……………………………………… 19                        

2.3.1.1  Empiricism………………………………………. 21 

                        2.3.1.2  Nativism…………………………………………. 26 

2.4 The Development of Acquisition…………………………………. 32  

2.4.1 Pre-Language Stages……………………………………… 34 

2.4.2 The One-Word or Holophrastic Stage……………………. 35 

2.4.3 The Two-Word Stage…………………………………….. 36 



2.4.2 The One-Word or Holophrastic Stage……………………. 35 

2.4.3 The Two-Word Stage…………………………………….. 36 

2.4.4 The Telegraphic Speech………………………………….. 37 

2.5 Factors Affecting Acquisition……………………………………. 40 

2.5.1 Input………………………………………………………. 40 

2.5.1.1 Positive Evidence…………………………..……… 40 

2.5.1.2 Negative Evidence…………………………………. 42 

2.5.1.3 Motherese…………………………………………... 43 

2.6 Relevant Studies…………………………………………………….45 

2.7 Conceptual Framework…………………………………………….. 48 

 

CHAPTER III METHODOLOGY 

3.1  Research Design………………………………………………….. 50 

3.2  Subject of the Study……………………………………………….. 50 

3.3 Technique of Collecting the Data………………………………… 51 

3.4 Technique of Analyzing Data……………………………………… 52 

3.5 Trustworthiness of The Study……………………………………… 54 

 

CHAPTER IV DATA ANALYSIS, FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

4.1 Data Analysis………………………………………………………. 56 

4.1.1 The Syntactic Category Acquired by Children of 20-48 Months 

Old…………………………………………………………. 56 

4.1.1.1 The Syntactic Category for Phrase Acquired by  

The Children……………………………………………….. 56 

4.1.2 The Development of The Syntax of The Children with 20-48 months  

Old…………………………………………………………………. 65 

 4.1.2.1 The Development of Phrases Acquisition………………….. 65 

 4.1.2.2 The Development of Sentence Acquisition………………... 69 

4.2    Findings……………………………………………………….…… 71 

4.3 Discussion…………………………………………………………. 72 

 



CHAPTER V CONCLUSSION AND SUGGESTION 

5.1 Conclusions………………………………………….…………….. 76 

5.2 Suggestions………………………………………………………… 77 

References………………………………………………………………….. 78 

Appendices…………………………………………………………………. 82 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


