
iv  

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

ABSTRACT ......................................................................................................................... i 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .................................................................................................. ii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................................... iv 

LIST OF FIGURES ........................................................................................................... vi 

LIST OF TABLES ............................................................................................................ vii 

LIST OF APPENDICES .................................................................................................. viii 

CHAPTER I ........................................................................................................................ 1 

INTRODUCTION ............................................................................................................... 1 

A. Background of the Study...................................................................................... 1 

B. Problem of the Study ........................................................................................... 3 

C. Objective of the Study ......................................................................................... 3 

D. Scope of the Study ............................................................................................... 4 

E. Significance of the Study ..................................................................................... 4 

CHAPTER II ....................................................................................................................... 5 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE ......................................................................... 5 

A. Theoretical Framework ........................................................................................ 5 

a. Systemic Functional Grammar ....................................................................... 5 

b. Ideational Functions ....................................................................................... 6 

c. Halliday and Matthiessen’s Transitivity System ............................................. 6 

1. Material Process ....................................................................................... 7 

2. Mental Process ......................................................................................... 7 

3. Behavioural Process ................................................................................. 8 

4. Verbal Process ......................................................................................... 8 

5. Relational Process .................................................................................... 9 

6. Existential Process.................................................................................... 9 

d. Political Speech............................................................................................ 10 

e. Remarks of 2022 State of the Union address by Joe Biden............................ 11 

B. Previous Studies ................................................................................................ 12 

C. Conceptual Framework ...................................................................................... 14 

CHAPTER III ................................................................................................................... 16 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ..................................................................................... 16 

A. Research Design ................................................................................................ 16 

B. Source of Data ................................................................................................... 16 

C. Technique of Data Collection............................................................................. 16 

D. Data Analysis .................................................................................................... 17 

CHAPTER IV ................................................................................................................... 18 



v 

 

FINDINGS ......................................................................................................................... 18 

DISCUSSION .................................................................................................................... 18 

A. Transitivity Processes in Joe Biden’s State of the Union address ........................ 18 

1. Material Processes ....................................................................................... 19 

2. Relational Processes ..................................................................................... 20 

a. Attributive Relational Process ................................................................ 21 

b. Identifying Relational Process ................................................................ 22 

c. Possessive Relational Process ................................................................. 22 

3. Mental Processes .......................................................................................... 24 

a. Cognition Mental Process ....................................................................... 24 

b. Perception Mental Process ...................................................................... 25 

c. Desiderative Mental Process ................................................................... 26 

4. Verbal Processes .......................................................................................... 27 

5. Existential Processes .................................................................................... 28 

6. Behavioural Processes .................................................................................. 29 

B. Transitivity Processes realized in the Clauses ..................................................... 29 

1. Material Processes in Portraying the Situations..............................................30 

2. Material Processes in Portraying the Actions of the New Administration 

Policies .........................................................................................................31 

3. Material Processes in Applying Unity, Loyalty, Nationalism .........................32 

CHAPTER V ..................................................................................................................... 34 

CONCLUSION ................................................................................................................. 34 

SUGGESTION .................................................................................................................. 34 

REFERENCES.................................................................................................................. 35 

APPENDICES ................................................................................................................... 37 


