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    CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. The Background of the Study  

Listening comprehension activities have a direct and important relationship to the amount 

and quality of speaking skill. Successful listening for language learners depends on many factors 

such as the knowledge of the language, background knowledge, etc. Listening is the basis for the 

development of all other skills and the main channel through which the student makes initial 

contact with the target language and its culture (Kurniawati, 2016). Through active listening, 

students acquire vocabulary and syntax, as well as better pronunciation, accent and intonation. 

Though listening skill is very important, for some language learners it is considered to be the 

most difficult language skill.    

Some problems appear in many EFL learners when they have limited vocabulary. They 

cannot understand what the speaker says. Listeners sometimes fail to realize that the speaker had 

moved to other topic since it is a foreign language. Because listening is the process of receiving 

information, the listener needs to concentrate to get the point of what speaker says. Those 

difficulties exist for foreign language speaker especially new learner. Moreover, Wilson (2008) 

says that the difficulties of English listening usually happen because of certain problems such as 

the pronunciation of some English words is changing when it combined with other words. From 

the linguistics point, he argues that the lack of vocabulary and complex grammatical structure 

also become problems. 

To improve listening skill, students need to listen to various listening texts for different 

situations, such as short dialog on the phone, announcement in the airport, instruction on how to 

operate a new machine, speeches, poems, songs, etc. The main objective of listening 
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comprehension practice in junior high school level is that the students should learn to function 

successfully in real life situations. In detail, the purpose of listening activity is that the students 

are able to do the instruction or to gain information from different kinds of listening texts or 

genres (Solak, 2016), for example; monolog: speech, reports, instruction, poems, songs, etc. and 

dialog: debate, discussion, movie etc. Moreover, they are able to complete the information and 

respond to questions. To reach the goals, the teacher should consider several things, such as 

teaching material, the learning media, and students’ motivation. 

In English, students must master four skills, they are: listening, speaking, reading and 

writing. Among of those skills, listening comprehension is very important to be mastered by the 

students. Based on syllabus in Education Unit Level Curriculum (Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan 

Pendidikan: KTSP 2013), the standard competence of listening in first semester of eight grade 

Junior High School is to understand the meaning of functional text and essay in form of 

descriptive text and recount text in daily life context. Based on this standard competence, 

descriptive text should be acquired by the eighth-grade students of junior high school, while the 

basic competence is responding to the meaning of functional text and essay accurately, fluently 

and acceptably in daily life context. Therefore, the students have to acquire the competence in 

listening text. 

The preliminary class observation has been conducted at SMP Al Wasliyah 8 Medan and 

concerned about the poor results of teaching listening to Junior High School students, 

particularly to second grade (year 8) students about descriptive text. By interviewing the class 

teacher, it was known that the students’ listening achievement is low because cannot fulfill the 

minimum passing grade on the topic of descriptive text (KKM) ≥70. As the input, students must 

gain the score as the achievement around 70% up to 80%. Furthermore, if gained score is <70% 

so the student should be helped to reach the standard score of the students from the material 
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given. The students had low ability in understanding descriptive text such as difficulties in 

comprehending language features, finding out the main ideas of the text, finding out the factual 

and detail information from a given text. 

From the observation, it was found some serious problems in English learning process, 

like the text book that often used by the teacher at the school is not completed by audio file and 

the teacher still uses conventional tool in teaching listening. Conventional tool in this case means 

the teacher teaches listening, orally. Students with high motivation will be easier to understand 

the material given than the students with low motivation. However, even if they have high 

motivation in learning, only few students can reach standard based score particularly in 

descriptive topic, while the remaining students still cannot fulfill the standard competency based 

in listening comprehension. It has some problems such as students cannot learn from the 

authentic materials, listening materials that taught orally has different pronunciation from the 

real or native speaker, students sometimes forget about what they have just heard and cannot 

repeat it at home. 

Most of the students have a negative attitude toward English language and since they do 

not have motivation in learning English because they think they do not need English in their 

daily life, they do not speak or hear English outside the classroom. That is why most of the 

students cannot understand the topic they are talking about while they learning English 

especially in listening comprehension, even there are some students that finish their degree 

without getting a good mark in English but are not able to maintain a basic conversation.  

Some students were asked about their listening habit and their motivation in learning 

English. Most of them said that they really like to study English but they honestly said that they 

feel confused to understand the text and some unfamiliar vocabularies, also the accents that they 
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heard is different from one teacher to another. They also said in the listening comprehension 

subject, students used to hear the voice of their teacher in the front class and sometimes the 

teacher use audio media like cassette recorder once in a while. In addition, by observing the level 

of students listening comprehension, it was found that the quality of students listening 

achievement on the topic of descriptive text is still low. Based on the data from the teacher, there 

are 22 students gain score <70%. Thus, there are 10 students who are able to get the score >70% 

from the total of students in one class. The mean score of students’ listening achievement on the 

topic of descriptive text at SMP Al-Washliyah 8 Medan can be seen in the following table: 

 Table 1.1 The Students’ Listening Comprehension Score on the Topic of Descriptive Text 

at SMP Al-Washliyah 8 Medan. 

Class Average Score of Students 

XA 69 

XB 67 

Average Score 68 

 (Source: Mark Collection List (Daftar Kumpulan Nilai: DKN) of SMP Al Wasliyah 8 Medan, School 

 Year of 2019/2020) 

 

Table 1.1 shows that the average scores of students in class XA was 69, the average score of 

students in class XB was 67 and the average score for both classes in the same academic year 

was 68. The conclusion is the students’ listening achievement on topic of descriptive text does 

not achieve the minimum mastery criterion (Kriteria Ketuntasan Minimal: KKM) determine 

which is 70. It means that the teaching listening comprehension has not been successful; 

therefore, the teaching process should be improved in order to achieve standard based score. 

 

With the popularization audio, computers, animations, videos and social media channel, 

the media language learning has increased correspondingly. Application of multi-media in class 
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makes language teaching become more vivid. The internet and TV programs enable students to 

extends their language learning from classrooms to obtain their language learning resources, like 

the English programs of news broadcasts, documentary films, interviews, soap operas and films, 

etc. They are excellent language learning material. 

The use of media in teaching learning process can helps teachers to create learning 

situation effectively. According to Susilana (2007), said that many media and many styles of 

visual presentation are useful to the language learner. That is to say, audio-visual materials have 

positive contributions to language learning as long as they are used at the right time, in the right 

place. In this respect, audio-visual media like videos provide important learning opportunities to 

students practice in a second language. 

Audio-visual media is good for listening. It is more effective than using audio media to 

teach listening (Rizkan, Mukhaiyar and Refnaldi: 2018). By suitable lesson material, audio-

visual media can develop the teaching and learning process, students can understand clearer 

about the expressions and how to respond related to the context and situation since they visualize 

and hear it in the same time rather than audio media because they just able to guess the situation 

and context of the material based on what they hear without visualize it.  

According to Pangaribuan, Andromeda and Kammer (2017) multimedia as audio visual 

media teaching material is necessary for students to improve their learning activities on subject 

of listening comprehension. While Rismawati (2017) proposed that using authentic videos as 

audio-visual media is better than using audio compact disc as audio media in teaching listening 

comprehension. She also said that using authentic video in the language classroom can be quite 

challenging for the students, but it also more interesting at the same time because it was a 

successful method for improving teaching of listening.  
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Mahadi, Hanna and Haerun (2018) concluded that video as audio-visual media teaching 

material is an effective media in teaching listening comprehension. They can affirm that using 

videos to practice the listening comprehension skill can improve students’ vocabulary and 

pronunciation in the process of learning a foreign language especially English. The statement is 

supported by Arjulayana’s (2018) opinion in his experiment which using video as treatment in 

teaching listening comprehension. Based on the results he concluded that learning using video as 

audio visual media in teaching listening gives important effect to make the students easier to 

understand the content or the purpose about the material that students learn better than just using 

tape recorder as audio media.  

Listening comprehension especially for teaching Indonesian to speaker of other language, 

in this case English, will be more effective if it is assisted by using interesting media, cheap, 

efficient by not ignoring the utilization of modern tools in accordance with the development of 

science and technology (Loren, Andayani and Budhi, 2017). One way to improve the 

effectiveness of English language learning activities especially in listening skills is to use 

teaching media. The researcher assumes that through teaching media, students not only listen to 

the material but can also see visual images, the learning process will be more varied and 

interesting, so that it will arouse student learning motivation and also it will improve their 

listening achievement. 

Based on the problems above, the use of animation video which has been chosen as an 

audio-visual media will be investigated in order to improve the students’ ability in listening 

descriptive text. The using of animation video is to make the students easier in comprehending 

and to support teaching listening about descriptive text. It provides one of the stories of 

descriptive text with colorful images, moving pictures and script. The animation video is one of 

audio-visual media in listening comprehension to help increasing students’ attention and focus, 
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so they can be more motivated to learn. By watching animation video, students will be interest to 

learn and comprehend descriptive text, it is expected that they can have a good understanding in 

learning process.   

Considering this condition, it is of interest to study and compare a listening class using 

audio media and audio-visual media based on their motivation in learning English. In the line 

with explanation above, this study is devoted to investigate the effect of teaching media 

especially audio-visual and audio teaching media toward the students’ listening score results 

based on their learning motivation.  

 

1.2. The Problems of the Study  

This research was aimed at answering the following questions:  

1. Are the students’ achievement in listening taught by audio-visual media higher than that 

taught by audio media? 

2. Are the students’ achievement in listening with higher motivation, better than students’ that 

with low motivation? 

3. Are there any interactions between the results of teaching by audio-visual, audio media, and 

motivation towards the students’ listening achievement?  
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1.3. The Objectives of the Study  

    In the line with the background of the study and the statement of the problems above, it can 

be concluded that the objectives of this study were as follows: 

1. To investigate the differences between the students’ achievement in listening taught by 

audio-visual media significantly higher than that taught by audio media. 

2. To analyze the differences between the students’ achievement in listening with high 

motivation is better than students’ that with low motivation. 

3. To elaborate if there is any interaction between the results of teaching by audio-visual, audio 

media, and motivation towards the students’ listening achievement.  

1.4. The Scope of the Study  

The scope of the study was Teaching English as Foreign Language (TEFL) for the 

students in Grade VIII of SMP Al-Wasliyah 8 Medan, North Sumatera. Focusing on the effect of 

an audio-visual media, audio teaching media, and student’s motivation in learning English 

especially on listening achievement. This research observed students’ motivation in learning 

English and how to improve their listening comprehension particularly about the topic of 

descriptive texts by using audio-visual and audio teaching media based on their basic 

competencies in order to achieve their standard based with the appropriate teaching material 

based on syllabus. 

 

1.5. Significances of the Study 

The research findings were expected to be useful and have benefits in education, either 

directly or indirectly for the theoretical and practical development. They are: 
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1. Theoretical benefits  

Theoretically, the results of this study are expected to be useful for: 

- Contribute ideas for curriculum reform in Junior High School which continues to develop 

in accordance with the demands of society and in accordance with the needs of student 

development.  

- Making scientific contributions to Junior High School students’ education by improving 

the use of instructional media in the teaching-learning process in relation to increase 

students’ listening ability in language learning. 

- As a basis and reference for further research related to improving the listening ability of 

junior high students, as well as being material for further study.  

 

2. Practical benefits 

Practically this research can be useful as follows: 

- For writers; can add insight and direct experience on how to improve students’ listening 

ability through experimental methods. 

- For educators and prospective educators, it has practical values for English language 

teacher since it can be used as one of strategies when teaching listening, also to promote 

deeper comprehension on listening. 

- For students, it can help them who have problem in listening and become more enjoyable 

in learning English.  

- For schools, as a material for consideration in preparing a learning program and can 

develop the teaching process by using audio-visual media and audio media in the 

learning.  


