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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Background of the Study 

English, as of the subjects at school, has four skills to learn, they are reading, 

writing, listening and speaking. Every skill has diferent levels of difficulties. To 

master this subject, students should get same portin of every skill in learning 

proces.  

Reading becomes one of four basic language skills that should be learned by 

the students in any level, because it is used to get a new information by the writer. 

Nowdays, the world requires that the goal of the teaching English should improve 

the student’s communicatice skills, because in that way they can express 

themselves and learn how to follow the social and cultural rules appropriates in 

every communicative circumtances.Based on Grellet (2004:7) reading is a 

constant process of guessing, and what one brings to the next is often more 

important than what one finds in it. In reading, the students should be taught to 

use what they know to understand unknown elements, whether these are ideas or 

simple words. 

The last portion of reading sessions in the classroom makes the students face 

samoe problem. Such as the lack of vocabulary and the dfficulty in expressing 

their feeling. Since they do not know about expression. The reseacher believes 

that students have problems in reading skill because their is no teaching materials 

used by their teacher to supportt their reading skill improvement. 
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Teachers also face a problem in teaching reading such as lack of reading 

materials. They have to find the teaching materials of certain topics by 

themselves. The simply lack of reading materials becauce mostly the general 

English textbook which they used only focuse on the writing. In other to the 

writer conduct the research on developing reading materials. The materials is 

developed to help student to overcomes their reading problems. 

This study aims to developing Big Book as reading materilas based on 

Contextual Learning. CTL is an approach of teaching and learning that helps the 

teacher to relate subject materials to the real world situations and motivates the 

student to make connection between knowledge and its application to their daily 

life. According to Johnson (2005:25): 

“CTL is an educational process that aims to help student see meaning in the 

academic material they are studying by connecting academic subject with the 

context of their daily lives, that is with the context of their personal, social and 

cultural circumtances. To achieve this aim, system encompass the following eight 

components: making meaningful connection, doing significant work, self 

regulating learning, collaborating, critical and creative thinking, nurturing the 

individual, reaching high standarts, and using authentic asessment.” 

 

The Contextual learning concepts believes that students will be able to 

learn if they connect the content which they are currently studying to the life 

context in which the content can also be applied. This approsch is the most 

appropriate to be used as the basic of developing the reading materials because of 

its foundation, and constructivism. It will make the students understand and solve 

the problems, express and develop their ideas. 
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Contextual Teaching and Learning also encourages the writer to develop 

the material contextually based on the students’ real life, students’ needs, 

students’ previous knowledge and students’ meaningful learning experience. By 

looking at the importance of the concept, Contextual Teaching and Learning is 

considered as the aspect in designing a set of instructional English reading 

materials in this study. As stated by Tomlinson (2008:5), helping learners to 

participate in meaningful communication in which they are using languages to 

achieve intended outcomes is essential to the development of their communicative 

competence. 

To sum up, this study aimed to produce English Reading Materials based 

on Contextual Learning for  fourth grade students of SD Negeri 128068 Binjai to 

help them develop their English skill. The concept of Contextual Teaching and 

Learning intended to create the meaningful English reading learning proccess for 

the students. 

1.2 The Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study mentioned above, the problem 

identifications of the research are: 

1. The limitied amount of reading materials.  

2. The limited variety of reading activity in the classroom. 

3. The materials that are used by the teachers do not support the students to 

develop their reading skill. The consequene is there are many students who 

found difficulties whem the try to read English in the classroom. 
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1.3 The Scope and Limitation 

 

This study deals with developing the reading materilas based on the 

contextual learning for fourth grade students of SD Negeri 028068 Binjai, 

because there are limited amount of reading materials, limited amount of 

reading activities and the materials that are used by the teachers do not support 

the students to develop their reading skill. 

1.4 The Formulation of the Problem 

The problem of the this research are :  

1. How is the Big Book design based on contextual teaching and learning for 

4
th 

grade students of SD Negeri 028068 East Binjai? 

2. How are validity, practically and the effectiveness  that developed based 

on the contextual teaching and learning for 4
th

 students at SD Negeri 

028068 East Binjai ?  

1.3  Objectives of the Study 

The study has some objectives that cope with students and English 

materials. Those objectives are: 

1. To develop Big Book beaed on the Contextual Teaching and Learning to 

for 4
th

 grade students of  SD Negeri 028068 East Binjai. 

2. To know the validity, practically and the effectiveness Big Book that 

developed for 4
th

 grade students at SD Negeri 028068 East Binjai.  

1.4 Significanses of the Study 

The study is expected to have a significant contribution theoretically and 

practically for:  
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1) Elementary School Students  

By learning through this developed material the students will realize that 

reading is easy to be learned, because they are expected to have a meaningful 

learning experience with the concept. 

2) English Teachers  

The designed materials are expected to be used as a reference to teach 

reading in the classroom of fourth grade students. Besides, the teachers will be 

able not only develop their comprehension about Contextual Teaching and 

Learning, but also implement this principles in the classroom learning 

activities. The teachers can modify and add some interesting reading activities 

to improve the students’ reading skill. 

3) English Teachers candidates  

The designed materials can be used as the resources to learn about how to 

teach reading communicatively and meaningfully, so they can apply it in 

their future class. 

 

4) Other researchers  

The results of this research can be used as a reference for other researchers 

to conduct a similar study but in different focus discussion. The concept of 

Contextual Teaching and Learning is appropriate to develop the materials 

since this approach has some benefits to the students. 

5) Material developers.  
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The result of the designed materials can be used as a resource and 

reference for the development of English materials especially in reading. 

The material produced in this research can be combined with other English 

skills as needed. 

 

 


