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ABSTRACT 

Harahap, Sarmita Utami. 2133220036. The Analysis of Racial Discrimination 

in Solomon Northup’s 12 Years A Slave. A Thesis. English and Literature 

Department, Faculty of Languages and Art. State University of Medan. 2017. 

 

The research was focused on racial discrimination faced by the major characters 

and their resistances in 12 Years A Slave novel. This study was aimed to 

investigate the racial disrimination and the resistances in the novel. This study 

was conducted by applying descriptive qualitative method. The source of data was 

taken from 12 Years A Slave novel. The data are collected by using documentary 

techniques. Instrument for collecting the data is using documentary sheet. The 

results of this research were the racial discrimination and resistances happened in 

12 Years A Slave. The racial discrimination in this novel happened towards the 

Black People and all discriminated people do the resistances to make their life 

better. As Northup is the main character so he got the most discrimination, then in 

the second position is Patsey and the last is Eliza Berry. Meanwhile the 

resistances done the most by Northup until he finally got freedom, and Patsey also 

did it twice and Eliza Berry did it three times. It can be concluded that the three 

major character who are slaves got discriminated and they did the resistances to 

save their life, even its only Northup who got the freedom in the end. 
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