
• • n 
""') 

~.> II 
'i; 

TH.E 

z 
? 

m 

n 



A TIIESIS 

THE EFFECT OF PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING AND PROJECT-BASED 
LEARNING ON STUDENTS' READING COMPREHENSION OF 

NARRATIVE TEXT 

BY 

IDA HANDAY ANI HASIBUAN 
Registration Number: 072188330017 

English Applied Linguistics Study Program 
State University of Medan 

This Thesis was examined on 7th September 2010 by the Board of Examiners 

Approved by 

Adviser Commissions 

First Adviser Second Adviser 

Prof. M. Silitonga, Ph.D. ~ 
NIP. ~ 

rof. Dr. Lince Sihombing, M.Pd. 
NIP. 19610425 198601 2 001 



APPROVAL 

This Thesis was examined on 7th September 2010 by Board of Examiners 

Board of Examiners 

Prof. Dr. Lince Sihombing, M.Pd. 
NIP.19610425 198601 2 001 

Prof. M. Silitonga, Ph.D. 
NIP. 

Prof. Amrin Saragih, M.A., Ph.D. 
NIP. 19550113 198203 1 002 

Dr. Eddy Setia, M.Ed., TESP. 
NIP. 19570412 1984031 001 

Dr. Sn Minda Murni, MS. 
NIP. 19630525 198803 2 016 



Advisers' Statements 

I certify that I have read this thesis and that. in my opinion it is fully adequate in scope and 

quality as a Thesis for the Degree of Magister Humaniora. 

Prof. Dr. Lince Sihombing, M.Pd. 

First Adviser 

quality as a Thesis for the Degree of Magister Humaniora. 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The writer's endless gratitude is primarily expressed to Allah SWT for His 

forever Blessings and Mercy that has enabled her to finish writing this piece of 

academic work. In the process of writing this thesis, the writer has to confess that 

many people have given her the care, attention and bright ideas. In this 

connectio!!, she would like to express her very special gratitude te Prof. Dr. Lince 

Sihombing, M.Pd being her First Adviser and Prof. M. Silitonga. Ph.D, being her 

Second .Adviser, her excellent advisers, their understanding, effoitS in sharing 

their valuable time especially for comments, advice, correcting, and suggestions. 

She would like to thank her whole-hearted gratitude to the reviewers and 

examiners, Prof. Amrin Saragih, M.A., Ph.D, Dr. Eddy Setia, M.Ed., TES , Dr. 

Sri Minda Murni, M. S, and for their valuable inputs for completion of this thesis. 

She also wishes to express thanks to all lecturers who have given her the v uable 

knowledge and science during her study at the English Applied Linguistics Study 

Program of Postgraduate School, State University of Medan. 

Then, she would also like to express her sincere appreciation and love to 

her Rar.ents, her sisters, and her brothers, especially her beloved mother, Laili 

Marpaung, A. Ma and her father, Drs Idham Hsb, mother and father in l w, Hj. 

Jumroh Ritonga and H. smail harahap who always sho tHeir power ro give her 

motiv ·on and pray never endless to finish the study. Next she also thanks 

Efrizal Lulloh Harahap, ST. and her daughter Efriza 

Aqilla harahap. And then her beloved brothers, Briptu Freddy Hamdani Hsb and 

Fithra Mahendra SH who have given love, suppo~ advice, and sense of humor. 

11 



Ill 

She also thanks Hilda Hrp, Astro Hrp and K.halid Ariandi, who have given her 

spirit, motivation and encouragement in writing her thesis as soon as possible. 

Next, she would like to thank Karya's family, Lau dendang's family, Hasti 

Ariani's Family, Faridz fl!p, wale Ana, Tiur, Azizah Hsb, Dina Hrp, Happy, 

Fatimah Sari Sir, Esron, Bonari, sister Ipeh, sister Indri ho have supported her. 

She also thanks headmaster of SMA Negeri 11 Medan, Drs. Ramly, M.Pd who 

permits her to conduct the research in the school and also Ora. Hj. Zubaidah 

Riton~ and Drs. Sopar Siregar, as professional teachers wlio help her in 

conducting the treatment in her research. And students of SMA Negeri 11 Medan 

who gave supports to this study should deserve her sincere gratituae for their 

cooperative attitude and work during the research. 

Finally, the writer must admit that the content of this thesis is still far from 

being perfect, she warmly welcomes any constructive ideas and critics that will 

improve the quality of the thesis. She also hopes this thesis would be useful for 

those who read it, especially majoring in English. 

Medan, Septem r 2010 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

page 

ABSTRACT ................................................................................................... i 

ACKN"OWLEDGEMENTS .......................................................................... ii 

CHAP'I'ER I : INTRODUCTION .............................................................. l 

1.1 Background of the Study ................................................. 1 

1.2 Problems of the Study ...................................................... 5 

1.3 Objectives of the Study ................................................... . 

1.4 Significance ofthe Study ................ .................................. <> - 1.5 Scope of the Study ··············································' ············ 7. 

CHAPTER II : REVIEW OF LITERATURE .......................................... 8 

2.1 Reading Comprehension .................................................. 8 

2.1.l.Levels of Comprehension............................. . ..... 13 

2.1.1.1 Literal Comprehension .............................. 13 

2.1.1.2 Inferential Compehension ......................... 14 (J 2.1.1.3 Evaluation .................................. .............. 16 

2.1.1.4 Appreciation ............................................. 20 

2.2 Schema Theory .................................. ............................. 20 

2.4 Problem~based Learning (PBL) ...................................... 25 

2.4.1 Definition ofPBL. .................................. ............... 25 

2.4.2 The Principles of PBL ........................................... 28 

iv 



v 

2.4.2.1. Some Key Principles of a Problem-

Based Curriculum .................................... 29 

2.4.3 Characteristics ofPBL .......................................... 30 

2.4.4 Design of PBL ...................................................... 34 

2.4.4.1 Instrutors Do ............................................. 34 

2.4.4.3 Started with PBL ...................................... 34 

2.4.5 The Roles ofPBL ................................. _._._ .............. 37 

2.3.5.1 The Roles of the Instructor in PBL ......... 3 8 

2.3.5.1 The Roles ofStudents in PBL .................. 3 

2.4.6 The Strengths and Weaknesses ofPBL. ............... 40 

2.3.6.1 The Strenghts ofPBL ................................ 40 

2.3.6.2 The Weaknesses ofPBL .......................... Al 

2.4. 7 The Process of PBL .............................................. 42 

2.5 Project-based Learning (PjBL) ....................................... 43 

2.5.1 Definition ofPjBL ................................................. 43 

2.5.2 The Principles ofPjBL .......................................... 46 

2.5.3 Characteristics ofPjBL ........................................ .49 

2.5.4 Design ofPjBL..................................................... 0 

2.4.4.1 Instructional Sequence in PjBL. ............... S5 

2.5.5 The Roles ofPjBL ................................................. 56 

2.5.5.1 The Roles of Instructors ............................ 56 

2.5.5.2 The Roles ofStudents ................................. 57 

2.5.6 The Strengths and Weaknesses ofEjBL ................ 57 

2.5.6.1 The Strengths ofPjBL ............................... 57 

2.5.6.2 TheW esses ofPjBL .......................... 58 

2.5.7 The Process ofPjBL. ............................................. 60 

2. 7 Conceptual Framework ................................................... 63 

2.8 Hypothesis ....................................................................... 65 



vi 

CHAPTER III: RESEARCH METHOD ................................................. 66 

3.1 Research Design ............................................................. 66 

3.2 Population and Sample ................................................... 67 

3.3 The Instrument of Data Collection ................................. 68 

3.4 Variables ......................................................................... 69 

3.5 In:trument Validation ...................................................... 69 

3.5.1 Validity ofTest ...................................................... 69 

3.5.2 Reliability .............................................................. 72 

3.6 Procedures of Data Collection ........................................ 73 

3.7 Preparation ................................................................... .. 74 

3.7.1 Pre-Test ................................................................. 74 

3.7.2 Teaching Presentation ........................................... 74 

3.7.3 Post-Test. ............................................................... 75 

3.8 Technique of Data Analysis ........................................... 75 

3.9 Statistical Hypothesis ..................................................... 75 

CHAPTER IV: DATA ANALYSIS AND RESEARCH FINDINGS .•••. 7.7 

4.1 Data Analysis ................................................................. 1.1 

4.1.1 ValidityoftheTests ............................................. n 
4.1.2 Reliability of the Tests .......................................... '? 

4.1.3The Frequency Distributions ................................. 79 

4.1.3.1 Teaching Reading Comprehension 

using PBL ........... ..................................... 82 

4.1.3.2 Teching Reading Comprehension 

using PJBL .............................................. 83 

using control group ............................... 83 

Hypothesis ................................................... 83 

4.2.1 Hypothesis one .................................................... 90 

4.2.2 Hypothesis two .................................................... 90 

4.3 Research Findings .......................................................... 91 



vii 

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS •..•...•.••.•••..••..•• 92 

5.1 Conclusions .................................................................... 92 

5.2 Suggestions ..................................................................... 92 

REFERENCES ........................................................................................... 94 

APPENDICES ............................................................................................ 98 



LIST OFT ABLES 

Table Page 

2.1 Structure of Narrative Text ................................................................ 30 

2.2 Model of the PBL Process ••••••••••.•••••••••.•••••...•••••.•.•.•.•••••••••••...••••.••.•..• 35 

2.3 Steps of PjBL ··························-···--··················································· 63 

2.4 Differencess of PBL and PjBL ........................................................... 63 

3.1 The Factorial Design ........................................................................... 67 

3.2 The Outline of Reading Comprehension Test .•.....•••....•••..•..•.•...•.•••. 70 

4.1 Frequency Distribution of Students' Reading Comprehension of 

Group One (PBL) ....••.•..•...•.•...••.••..•.•••.••..•.....•••.•••.••....•......•••..•.••.••..• '19 

4.2 Frequency Distribution of Students'· Reading Comprehension of 

Group two (PjBL) .••••••....••••••.••.••.•...•..•......•••..••.•....••.....•..•.....•..•..... 80 

4.3 Frequency Distribution of Students' Reading Comprehension of 

Group three (Control Group) •........•••...•......••.•••....•.•.•....•..•..•....••...•.• 81 

4.4 Analysis of Variance Table of the Post- Test of the three Groups.88 

4.5 The Newman-Keuls Test for Deciding the Most Significant affee 

Strategy ..•.•..•.•.••.••.••.••...•••••••••.•.••••.•••••...••••••.••.•..•••••.•••....•••.•...•...•.•.••• 89 

Vlll 



LIST OF FIGURES 

Figures Page 

2.1 Students and Teachers' Roles in PBL ••••••••••••••••••••.••••..•.••••••••...•.•.••• 42 

2.2 Design of PjBL ····························································-······················· 50 

3.1 The Procedure of Data Collection ·-··-···-·······-··-···········-·········· ..... 73 

4.1 The Histogram Test Scores (PBL Strategy) ••..•••..•••••••••••.•..•••.•••..••••• 80 

4.2 Histogram Test Scores (PjBL Strategy) •.••..••••.•••••..•••.••••••.•• - ........... 81 

4.3 Histogram Test Score (Control Group) ........................................... 82 

z 
? 

m 

IX 



 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendices Page 

A. Example of Activity by Using PjBl Strategy ....................................... 98 

B. Example of:A:ctivity by Using PBI Strategy ••••••.•••••..•••••••••••••••••.....•.. 101 

C. Example of Activity by Using Control Group Strategy ................... 104 

D. The Reading Comprehension Test ..................................................... l06 

E. The Key Answer .......................................................................... _ ......... 122 

F. The Computation of Reliability of the First Tryout the 

G. Post-Test Scores of Group Experimental one (PBL 

Strategy) ............•...•...•..•••....•••.•••.•.•.•....•••.....•..•.•.••.••....••••...•••......••....• 125 

H. Post-Test Scores of Group Experimental two (PjBL 

Strategy) •....•.•...•.•.•....•••••.•.•.•.••.•••..•••.••••.•••...•.•••..••••••..••••••...•.•.......•.... 127 

I. Post-Test Scores of Group Experimental three (Control 

Group Strategy) .•••.•...••••••.••••.••..•.•..•••..••••••....•••••••••.•••••.•••.•.•••..••...•....• 128 

J. P.r~ Test of Reading Comprehension ............................................... 129 

K. Post-Test Score of Reading Comprehension .................................... 130 

1\11 ~9 

X 



 


