
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 
.. .c:\..BSTRACT ......... I ••••••• • •••••••• • •••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••• 4 ...... ••• ••• •• •• ••• •• ..... . ••• •• i 
ACKNO\tVLEDGEM'ENT .. . . . . .. . .. . . . •. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . •• • .. ... ... .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. .. ii 
TABLE OF CONTENTS . .. . .. ... ... .. ... ... .. ... ..... ... .. ... ... ..... ..... ..... .. .... ..... ... iv 
LIST OF TABLES ............................................................................ VI 

LIST OF APPENDIXES........................... ... ................ ........ .......... ...... vii 

CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION 
1.1 The Background of the study ... ... ... .. . .. .. ... ... .. ... ...... .. ..••••. . .. ... .. .. .. . .... l 
1.2 The Problems of the sturly .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . .• •. . . • •. . . • .. .. . • .. • .. . .. . . .. ....... .. .... . ... 2 
I .3 Thl' Objectives of tht.' stu :ly . ... ............ . . ... ............... . ~............ ... .. ...... 2 
1.4 The Scope and Limitation of the study......... ................ ... ........ ........... 3 
1.5 The Signit1cance of the study ...................................... .. ... ... .......... ... 3 

CHAPTER 11 : REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

2.1 Language acquisition ............................................... .. ............. .. .... 4 
2.1.1 Behavioral approach ............... ...................... .......... ... ............ 5 
2.1.2 Cognitive approach ............................................................ ... 7 
2.1 .3 Linguistic approach .,.............................................................. 8 

2.2 Phonology acquisition . . ...... ... .. . ... •• . .. .. . .• .. . .. ... .. . ... .. ... .. . .. ..... .. . .. ... ..... 10 
2:2.1 Kinetics development............................................................... 11 
2.2.2 Comprehension development .. ... .. . .. . . . .. ..... ...... ... . . ... ... .. .. ... .. ... ... l l 
2.2.3 Phonology development . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . ... 1~ 

2.31\'Iorphosyntax acquisition ............................................................... l9 
2.3.1 The acquisition of morphology......................................... .. ......... 14 
2.3.2 The acquisition of syntax........................................................... 15 
2.3.3 Inte1·rogative form .... ... ... ... .. ... ...... .. .. ...... ..... ... ..... ..... ... .......... . 15 
2.3.4 Negative form . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... 16 
2..3.5 Imperative form . . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . . ... . . . . .. .. . .. . . .. . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ..... 16 
2.3.6 Exclamation form ......................................................... .'.. ..... . 17 
2.3. 7 Modification structure . .. .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. . .. . .. • .. .. . .. .. . . .. .. .. . .. . . ... •••• 18 
2.3.8lfonlinalization .... ................................ ............................ . .... 19 
2.3 .. 9 Pronouns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 19 

2.4 Lexicon acquisition ... ..... ............ .......... .... .. . ..... ........ ........ ... .. ........ 20 
2.4.1 Nouns..... ... .. ........ ................................................................ 20 
2.4.2 Verbs ........ ~ ............ II • • II • •••• ••• ••• ' • . . ...... ..... . II •• II .. ......... .. ~........ .... 20 
2.4.3 Adjectives ............... .... ..... . . . .... . .. ... . .. .. ~.. ... .. . ................. . .. .... 21. 
2.4.4 Function word~ .. .. . ... ... ..... ...... .......... ... .. ... ... ........ .. . ....... ... .... 21 

iv 



2.5 Pragmatic acquisition ... . . .. .... ... ..... . .. ..... ............. ........ .... . .. .......... .. 21 

CHAPTER Ill: METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 

3.1 Research design . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
3.2 The Subjects .... . ...... ....... . ... .... • ........ ~ ........ .......... .. . . . ...... . . ......... . .. .. 23 
3.3 Technique of collecting the data ............... ............ .... .............. . ..... .... 24 
3.4 Technique of analyzing the data .......... ............... ... .. ... ............ ......... 24 

CHAPTER IV :DATA AND DATA ANALYSIS 
4.1 The Data..................... ......................................... ............ .. .......... 26 
4.2 Da t.a Collecting .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. ........ ..... 26 
4.3 Subjects Backgro1t11d ........ . . 1' . . .............. ...... ... ... . .................. ........... ~ 27 
4.4 Data Analysis ............... .... :.......... ... ....... .. .. .... .. .. ........ . .... .. ........ ........... 29 

CHAPTER V : CONCLUS\ONS AND Sl1GGESTIONS 
5.1 Conclusions ............................................................... ••• .. •••••••. ... 88 . 
5.2 Suggestions .. ... ............................................ , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . ...... . .. 88 

Refe rcnccs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. 9{) 

Appendix . . ............................................................................. ...... "'.. 92 


