
 

1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of the Study 

People consider English in a very high value in used. By the time, 

currently English can be regarded as the center of the world’s communication; this 

world is seemed to require people around the world to learn English and 

righteously to be mastery in English. 

English is widely used in many countries with various purposes in many 

sides of life. It is used in Medical, Education, Technology, Science and etc. That 

is one of the reasons why Indonesian government put English as one of many 

important subjects in educational institute. Indonesian government expects the 

students to be master in English. In the hope of the students of Indonesia will be 

ready to face the world and can be good skilled human resources 

  Mastering English is not easy, it is like we learn another way of life, 

because language actually represents a way of life. It is need a long process; 

nothing is gained instantly, especially in language acquisition. Because of that 

awareness, so in Indonesia English has been taught in school since in elementary 

school, and also as we know English has been integrated in educational 

curriculum of Indonesia for a long time ago. 

  In learning English, students should achieve four language skills, namely 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing, because they are such fundamental 

aspects of our daily life. 
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Those skills are equally the same, and must be learnt with certain 

processes, because they are not inborn. Each of them has its own applicable stages 

that must be followed in mastering them. Everybody  agrees, Reading has its 

important role. When people read, their level of thinking increases; in other 

words, the more people read, the more people learn. Reading process is 

beneficially help reader to find out the new idea by their critical thinking. This 

competence is acquired people to develop their understanding about others’ idea 

through a book, text, article, and story or as we know commonly those ideas are 

revealed by writing form. Beene & Kopple (1992: 2) states “most ideas, issues, 

and information are communicated through writing”. By this reason, people are 

required to have good skill in reading. 

In addition, many modern countries have good reading culture such as 

America, Japan and Australia. This means that reading habit can increase the 

quality of people in that country. Reading culture must be promoted in every 

country. It would make the country more qualified in every field. For reading is 

one way to learn effectively and instantly, because it can be done anytime and 

anywhere. Indonesia is one of many countries which need that reading culture to 

increase the quality of the human resources.  

Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP) of Senior High School 

clearly stated that students of Senior High School are expected to be able to read 

various genres of writing such as narrative, descriptive, and expository text. 

Besides, as a big consideration Reading text is a part of English subject in Ujian 

Nasioal (UN). But actually the case is the students in Indonesia are not as 
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successful as the government’s expectation, it is so deplorable. Most of those 

students unable to read in a good way. They tend to read word by word without 

understanding the idea of the whole text. 

Based on the writer experience on PPL 2014 in Yayasan Pendidikan Panca 

Jaya, Galang. The writer found a huge failure in reading comprehension. More 

than 50% students failed in reading comprehension, they read word by word 

without understanding the idea of the text. Most of them didn’t pass the Minimum 

Criteria Mastery (Kriterian Ketuntasan Minimal / KKM) which was standarized 

score was 75. The writer also found that they students needed much time in 

reading narrative text, it is an ungainly development.  

 There is also another problem that the researcher have found in reading 

comprehension. Based on the preliminary observation of the English teacher of 

SMA Santa Maria Medan. By interviewing the teacher about the students’  

achievement in reading comprehension, The writer found the students’ reading 

comprehension score was still low.  

 Most of students could not exceed the minimum criteria mastery (KKM) 

75 which was applied by that school for English subject. For more detail, the 

students’ accumulated score is shown on the table 1.1 

Table 1.1 The Percentage of the Eleventh Grade Students’ Score in Reading 

 >75 ≥75 <75 
XI-1 9  students (30.0%) 3 students (10.0%)  18 students (60.0%) 

 
Source: The students’ accumulated score of the XI IPA 1 students of SMA Santa 
Maria Medan 
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  From the previous data, it can be concluded that the students’ reading 

comprehension achievement was low. It can be seen from the students’ score 

percentage was under the KKM ( Kriteria Ketuntasan Minimum).  

There are several factors that influence the failure of reading 

comprehension. At first, it is influenced by an international perspective in which 

believes that Indonesian students, in their mother tongue, hard to understand the 

foreign language they read as a consequence. 

Second, it is clearly shown by how the absence of reading habit in students 

may influence negatively school success. Third, related to the situations above, it 

leads us to know that students are seemed to lose motivation to read, even some of 

the students consider English subject is not an important subject just like another 

subjects such as mathematics, chemistry, biology and etc. Students feel there is no 

advantage in learning English therefore, the students do not take a good intention 

to the teacher. Those failures not only come from the student’s side, it also comes 

from the negative attitude of the English teacher, that is giving a monotonous 

learning style and do not show any progress in teaching. Many teachers just ask 

the student to read the text, then try to answer the questions which are available in 

text book without giving any motivation that make the students interested.  

Explanation above click something on our mind that teacher really has the 

important role in connection with the students’ reading comprehension 

achievement. As what Harmer (2003: 57 - 62) says teachers have eight roles that 

must be known and hopefully can be done by all the teachers. Those roles are: 

Controller, Organizer, Assessor, Prompter, Participant, Resource, Tutor, and 
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Observer. From what Harmer states above, a teacher is expected to have those 

responsibilities as good as possible. Teaching definetly is not an easy job, but it is 

necessary one, and can be very rewarding when the teacher see their students’ 

good progress and know that’s all because of the their hardwork. It is true that 

some lessons can be difficult and stressful at times, but it is also worth 

remembering that teaching can be extremely enjoyable in a right way and all that 

matter is that right way that the teacher has to know. 

All students must be respond to various stimulation of learning (such as 

pictures, sounds, music, movement, etc), it gives directions to the teacher in 

teaching with  various way to encourage students to be good in reading effectively 

and pleasurebly. Many techniques or method that can be used in teaching  such as 

Small group work technique, Jigsaw technique, Storytelling technique, PPP 

Procedure, Student Team Achievement Division (STAD) and etc. But in this 

study, Engage, Study, Activate (ESA) Procedure was applied to overcome the 

problems faced by the students in reading comprehension. 

Engage, Study, Activate (ESA) Procedure is one type of several teaching 

sequences that take students in a straight line. Simply ESA Procedure is suitable 

to be implemented in the class. Because it involves the conscious, curiousity and 

passion in teaching learning process. Zhang (2010 : 6) in her journal states that if 

the learners and the teacher take the conscious of the important elements and use 

them intentionally, it is easier to succeed in English subject. 

Engage is the point in a teaching sequence where teachers try to arouse the 

students' interests, thus involving their emotions. Activities and materials which 
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frequently engage the students,  included: games, music, discussions, stimulating 

pictures, dramatic stories, amusing anecdotes etc. The teachers have to ensure that 

their students are engaged with the topic, exercise or language they are going to 

be dealing with. The Engage element plays dominant role in language learning 

inside the classroom and it often takes place at the beginning of the teaching 

sequence, which ensure that the process of teaching goes smoothly and efficiently. 

Without the element of Engage, the class may be boring and the students will 

switch off from what is being taught. If the students are engaged, they will be 

interested in the class and learn better.  

 The engagement indicators indentified five criteria such as body 

language, consistent focus, verbal participation, student’s confidence, fun and 

excitement. The data were taken from the two English teachers as the subjects of 

this study. (Ayiz, 2014) 

Study activities are those, where the students are asked to be focus in on 

language and how it is constructed. Study is a typical element for learning 

English; it is a conscious activity of learning. Successful language learning in a 

classroom depends on a judicious blend of subconscious language acquisition and 

kind of Study activities.  

Activate is the element describing exercises and activities which are 

designed to get students using language as freely and communicatively as they 

can. Thus, Activate exercises offer students a chance to try out real language use.  
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B. The Problem of the Study 

As the writer realized from the background of the study, the problem of 

this study is formulated in the form of a question as follows “is there any 

significant effect of using Engage, Study, Activate (ESA) Procedure on students’ 

reading comprehension achievement?” 

 

C. The Objective of the Study 

In the relation to the problem of this study, the objective of this study is to 

investigate the significant effect of Engage, Study, Activate (ESA) Procedure on 

students’ reading comprehension achievement in narrative text. 

 

D. The Scope of the Study 

As we know there are many kinds of teaching approach, procedure, 

technique or model which were invented by many experts to ease teaching and 

learning process included in teaching reading. In this study the writer choose  

Engage, Study, Activate (ESA) Procedure, where ESA Procedure is also has three 

different sequences, they are Straight Arrows Sequence, Boomerang Sequence 

and Patchwork Sequence, but the writer chooses ESA Straight Arrows Sequence.  

     Besides, there are also many genres of text such as narrative, recount, 

report, explanation, exposition (analytical, hortatory), discussion, procedure, 

spoof, anecdote, news item. The writer chooses Narrative Text. In comprehending 

the text means, there are several levels of reading comprehension they are ; Literal 

level, Interpretative level, Critical level and Creative level, in doing this research 
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the researcher only focus on the literal and interpretative level which were decided 

as the criteria of the reading comprehension test.  

So, this study is focus on identifying the effect of ESA Straight Arrows 

Sequence in teaching reading comprehension in Narrative Text especially in 

literal and interpretative level. 

 

E. The Significance of the Study 

The findings of this study are expected to be useful both theoretically 

and practically for: 

1. Theoretically: 

a. For educational. To add new theory in teaching English, especially in 

teaching reading comprehension. 

b. For readers. To acknowledge them about new information of English 

teaching – learning process and can be regarded as a refenrence of a 

new alternative way in reading comprehension. 

2. Practically: 

a. For teachers. By the result of the research, the teachers who are 

involved in teaching English are aimed to know the effectiveness of 

ESA Procedure in teaching reading. This study will be useful to help 

them in teaching reading, and to have an alternative way in teaching 

reading comprehension.  

b. For students. This study can help them to know easily about how to 

read in a good way and to make them engaged in learning English. 


