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ABSTRACT 

Sinaga, Fransiska Insani Rahesty. 2113121028. An Error Analysis of Using 

Present Tense by The Tenth Grade Students of Senior High School in 

Writing Descriptive Text. A thesis: English Department. Faculty of 

Languages and Arts, State University of Medan. 2016. 

This study deals with the error analysis. It was conducted by using qualitative 

research design. The respondents of this study were Grade Ten (X) students of 

SMA Negeri 1 Tanjung Morawa. The respondents of this study were 3 classes 

which chosen randomly ten students from each class. The data of this study were 

taken from the students’ descriptive test. Dulay’s theory was applied to analyze 

students’ error in writing and divided each error into types. Based on the research 

there were four types of error found in students’ writing. There were Omission, 

Addition, Misformation, and Misordering. Then, after analyzing the data, it was 

found that the highest error found in Omission with the number 281 items 

(61.50%) . The result of this study shows that students’ ability in using present 

tense still low and students still made errors. 
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