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ABSTRACT 

Handayani, Putri. 2014. Speech Function in Ellen DeGeneres show. A Thesis, Faculty of 

Languages and Arts. State University of Medan. 

 

The study deals with the types of speech function in Ellen DeGeneres show. The objectives 

of study were to find out the dominant type of speech function and to describe the use of 

dominant type of speech function in talk show. The data were utterances of the host taken 

from internet. This research was conducted by using descriptive qualitative design. It was 

found that there were 123 utterances speech function by the host. The result of data analysis 

showed that the occurances of speech function such as: referential (78,84%), expressive 

(12,2%), directive (4,9%), phatic (3,25%), poetic (0,81%) and none of metalinguistic 

function. The most dominant type of speech function was referential because the host tired to 

give information as much as possible to make it clear, to create good image with good words, 

to get sympathy from audiences and make the talk show more interesting. 
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