PREFACE

The greatest thankfulness to Almighty God for His blessing, carring, and
mercying so that writer can finish this thesis. The title of this thesis is “Efforts to
Improve Students’ Mathematical Problem Solving Ability Through Contextual
Teaching and Learning at SMP Negeri 1 Binjai”. This thesis was arranged to satisfy
the requirement to obtain the Degree of Sarjana Pendidikan from Faculty of
Mathematics and Natural Science in State University of Medan.

In this chance, writer want to say big thanks for Mr. Dr. E. Elvis
Napitupulu, M.S., as thesis supervisior who has provided guidences, directions, and
advices to complete of this thesis. Thanks are also due to Prof. Dr. Bornok Sinaga
M.Pd., Dr. Edy Surya, M.Si., Prof. Dr. Edi Syahputra, M.Pd., as examiners who
have provided inputs and suggestions from the planning to the completion of the
preparation of the research of this thesis. Thanks are also extended to Prof. Drs.
Dian Armanto, M.Pd., MA., M.Sc., Ph.D, as academic supervisor and then thank
you so much for all lecturers and staffs in FMIPA that already helped writer.

Writer wants to say thanks to Prof. Dr. Syawal Gultom, M.Pd, as rector of
State University of Medan and employee staff in office of university head, Dr.
Asrin Lubis, M.Pd, as Dean Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences and to
coordinator of bilingual, Dr. lis Siti Jahro, M.Si., Dr. Edy Surya, M. Si., as Chief of
Mathematics Department, Zul Amry, M. Si., as Chief of Mathematics Education
Study Program, Drs. Yasifati Hia, M. Si., as Secretary of Mathematics Education,
and all of employee staff who have helped writer to complete this research.

Thanks to Mr. Hanafiah. I. S.Pd., as principle of SMP Negeri 1 Binjai who
has given permission to writer do research, Mam. Serli Marlita, S.Pd., as
mathematics teacher and all teacher, staffs and also the students in grade VI1II-9

SMP Negeri 1 Binjai who have helped writer conducting the research.



Special thanks writer says for lovely father Mr. Masden Situngkir and
lovely mother Mrs. Sumarli Naibaho, who give advices, prays and motivations to
complete this research.

Thanks for all my lovely family in Bilingual Mathematics 2012, who gave
support and motivation during completion of thesis. Also thanks for my friends in
PPLT SMA Negeri 1 Sidikalang who gave loves and cheers through completing
this thesis. The last thanks for my lovely edak, Friska Simbolon, who already be
with me in sadness and happiness, sharing and discovering many unique things
together from first semester until end semester.

The writer should give a big effort to prepare this thesis, and writer knows
this thesis has weakness. So that, writer needs some suggestions to make this thesis

better. And big wishes, it can be improve our knowledge.

Medan, Juni 2016
Writer,

Desy Agustina Situngkir
ID. 4123312004



