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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Background of the Study 

In the era of the economic and the information globalization, the press and 

various media is an important source to access information. The media have been 

described as powerful sites for the production and circulation of social meanings. 

People prefer using television as the source of information to other outdated sources 

such as radio or printed media. It is because television is easily touched by the people. 

Everybody today wants to watch television to get updated news. Since English is a 

global language, knowing the features in English news can help us get more accurate 

information around the world, and can fully enjoy the fastness and convenience of the 

information age. The language of mainstream news is formal and special English, so 

there is no surprise discourse of analysis on the news has had many years of history 

and most of the analysis is about the vocabulary features, rhetorical features and 

grammatical features of news English from the linguistic point of view.   

In the framework of Systemic Functional Language, among the many of the 

new concepts introduced, Grammatical Metaphor is one of the most important ones 

since it made it possible to enhance the understanding of nature of language, the 

semogenic process of language and the relationship between language and context.  

From the perspective of Systematic Functional Grammar, this study takes 

English discourse as the subject and researches the different roles and functions that 

news discourse grammar metaphor and the different metaphors in news discourse can 

play. Research on metaphor has experienced the circuitous course of decline and 

flourish. At the first, the research is done from the perspective of rhetoric that is the 

traditional metaphor. After that, systematic functional linguistics studies the metaphor 
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from the point of view of expressing the meaning, and they consider that the metaphor 

is not limited in the vocabulary level, but is often seen in the syntax level. 

Many researches have been done on Grammatical Metaphor. Hadidi (2012) 

focused on Grammatical Metaphor in his research on health and political texts. He 

found that nominalization, a typical process leading to grammatical metaphor is a 

striking feature of health and political texts and makes the writing more interesting, 

lively, convincing and colourful. Wang (2008) found that grammatical concepts are 

very effective in enhancing language and literacy development for EFL learners.  

Halliday (1985:321) states that if something is said to be metaphorical, there 

must also be something that is not, and the assumption is that to any metaphorical 

expression correspondence another, or perhaps more than one, that is “literal – or, 

prefers called by congruent. In other words, for any given semantic configuration 

there is one congruent realization, in the lexico-grammar. There may then be others 

that are in some respect transferred, or metaphorical. Halliday also adds that 

metaphorical modes of expression are the characteristic of all adult texts. A large 

number of studies have shown before that the use of grammatical metaphor theory can 

successfully deconstruct the science and technology text. Because of its functionality, 

this study will aim to explore the function and application of the grammatical 

metaphor theory in the news discourse. 

Grammatical Metaphor is proposed first by Halliday who treated it as an 

important component of the theory of system language functions and made significant 

contribution to the metaphor study. The study of metaphor has been valued as a 

branch of rhetoric by the scholars. In the past, it was considered as a means of 

modifying language, however, the study is no longer limited to the field of rhetoric 
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with the understanding of the metaphor, and the research also involves semantics, 

pragmatics, and cognitive linguistics and so on.  

There are two main types of Grammatical Metaphor in the clause: metaphors 

of mood (including modality) and metaphors of transitivity (Halliday, 1994:343). In 

the terms of model of semantic functions, these are, respectively interpersonal 

metaphors and ideational metaphors. 

Ideational metaphor is closely tied to transitivity system, which enables us to 

construe the world of our experience into a limited set of process types (material, 

mental, relational, behavioral, verbal, and existential). For example: Mary saw 

something wonderful  become Mary came upon a wonderful sight, where the process 

has been represented as a material process came upon and the perception has been 

turned into a „participant‟ a sight (Halliday, 1994:344). 

Interpersonal metaphors cover the elements of interpersonal function namely, 

epithet, euphemism, connotation, vocative, metaphor of modality and metaphor of 

mood. Interpersonal metaphor of modality encourages us using the grammar 

metaphorically. For example, we say I think, when we mean-probably; or, I believe, 

when we mean-almost certainly; or, don’t you think, when we mean-definitely. Modal 

grammatical metaphors are found in the following sentences:    

a. This is what (I think) a good teacher should be like „probably‟. (Here the modality 

stays in the embedded clause).  

b. I think „probably‟ (that) this is what a good teacher should be like. (Here the 

modality applies to the whole clause).  

For another example, in order to express the likelihood of John having gone to 

Beijing already, we may have a few possibilities:  

a. John must have gone to Australia. 
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b. John will certainly have gone to Australia by now. 

c. I think John has already gone to Australia. 

d.  It is very likely that John has already gone to Australia. 

e.  Everyone believed that John had already gone to Australia. 

f.  It is clear that John has already gone to Australia.  

In (a) and (b) clauses the same meaning of likelihood can be realized by a 

model verb must (a) or a model adverb certainly (b), Halliday calls these expression 

of modality which occur within the clause structure itself. While in (c), (d), (e) and 

(f), the different degree of certainty is decided by the word with modal meaning 

outside of the original clause, such as verbs think(c) and believe(e), or particular types 

of adjectives likely (d) and clear (f). Halliday (1994:354) calls such expressions 

interpersonal metaphors of modality, because the modal meaning is realized outside 

the clause (in contrast with the standard encoding by means of modal verbs or 

adverbs, which lie within the clause structure).  

In this case, again, the metaphors are based on a borrowing. For example the 

verb „think‟ can be borrowed to express a modal meaning, as in example (c). The 

main function of modal metaphor is to accurately reflect the speaker's point of view 

and express the emotion. Although the reports require the facts and objectivity of the 

news, the tendency of the reporter‟s subjectivity is unavoidable. 

The language in the news broadcast is more formal, and the traditional 

grammar, such as declarative sentences, interrogative and imperative sentences are 

usually used to achieve the statement in the form of congruence. Therefore this study 

is presented to give the information about the use of interpersonal metaphor. It is 

intended that the use of interpersonal metaphor will make the news that is presented 

on television more interesting as it is used on newspaper. Some examples of mood 
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metaphors, in particular, a question and exclamation are found in the newspaper, 

Because of this kind of headline can attract the attention of the readers and arouse 

their interest in the reports (J. Wu & L. Tang, 2010).  

 The researcher chose Indonesia now program because it is the country‟s first 

international English-language news program. The weekly show is seen in Indonesia 

on Saturdays at 8 a.m. and Sundays at 1 a.m. Jakarta time. Indonesia Now provides 

the week‟s top news stories in Indonesia and Asia, along with regular segments that 

take a closer look at the country that‟s home to more Muslims than anywhere else in 

the world. This program can be seen throughout the world by satellite and the internet, 

including in Japan on NHK 

From the elaboration above, the writer thinks that it is significance to analyze 

the news broadcast in which will be focused on interpersonal metaphor because it has 

progressive movement to use language wider variety in any purposes and increases 

English mastery either in written or spoken language. 

 

1.2 The Problems of the Study 

 Based on the background above, the problems of the study are formulated as 

the following: 

1. What types of interpersonal metaphors are found in “Indonesia Now” English news 

program? 

2. How are those types of interpersonal metaphors used in “Indonesia Now” English 

news program? 

3. In what context are interpersonal metaphor used?  
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1.3 The Objectives of the Study 

In relation to the problems, the objectives of the study are 

1. to identify types of interpersonal metaphors are found in Indonesia Now English 

news program     

2. to describe the theory on how interpersonal metaphor in Indonesia Now English 

news program     

3. to explain in what context interpersonal metaphor in Indonesia Now English news 

program used.  

 

1.4 The Scopes of the Study 

This study applies the concept theories of the systemic and other systemictists 

functional linguistics (SFL) proposed by Halliday. This analysis is pointed to 

investigate the interpersonal metaphor realized in the TV English News. Specifically, 

the study is focused on “Indonesia Now on Metro TV” based on metaphor of mood, 

metaphor of modality, epithet, euphemism, connotation, and vocative.  

 

1.5  The Significances of the Study 

 Findings of this study are expected to be useful as following: 

a. Theoretically 

The general aim of this study is to show how interpersonal metaphors are existed 

in the Indonesia Now program. Thus, theoretically the results of study are 

expected to display the relationship between system of interpersonal metaphors 

and Indonesia Now program as the context of grammatical metaphors is applied. 

b. Practically  

1. Teacher 
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The findings will be useful for teachers in expanding the insights in terms of 

interpersonal metaphor and its application in the English news broadcast.   

2. Student 

 The readers, especially for the students of English department and non-English 

 speaking students, the results of study can be purposed to introduce them 

 interpersonal metaphor and its application in the English news broadcast.  

3. Script‟s writer 

 The script‟s writers for the additional information in application of 

 interpersonal metaphor in the English news broadcast,  

4. Researcher   

Other researchers to conduct other research on the basis SFL in which the 

 finding can give surprising progress in linguistic field. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


