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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. The Background of  the Study 

English is utilized as a foreign language and plays important roles for 

some life aspects. English has been used as a international language. English 

consists of four skills which have to be mastered by the students, they are 

listening, speaking, reading and writing. In this case, the learners are required to 

comprehend (listening and reading) the language and produce (speaking and 

writing) the language. In teaching the language, comprehending and producing the 

language are closely related other. Before producing the language, students need 

to have some vocabularies, those vocabularies are gotten by the process of 

comprehending the language. 

Nowadays, as we know among the four linguistic activities, listening is 

one of the other very important skills that should be mastered and learned well by 

the students because it is a part of the National Examination and indeed listening 

is one of the keys for learning the foreign language. Students have to listen 

carefully while the record is played. They need to understand the message from 

what is being said by the speakers and then they need to write down the message 

on their paper test. Unfortunately it is hard for the students who do not have 

relevant materials to study at school.. 

Richard & Rubin (in Van Duzer, 1997), said that listening did not only 

comprehend the utterances of speakers, but also understood visual aspect in 

activities of listening comprehension. Based on those explanations, listening is a 
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process or activity of listening sound  and using the visual aspect for identifying, 

interpreting, valuing, and doing reaction for the content of meaning.  

Learning listening at school is part of the 2013 curriculum that emphasizes 

on the importance of  the balanced competence of attitude, knowledge and skills, 

the ability to speak english is formed through continuous learning. Thus 

vocational high school graduates can contribute in the world of work base on  the 

fields that have mastered. 

However, the problem is the material for learning listening is inadequate 

and ruled out. This is evident from the learning materials of listening skills that 

are in the book that have been provided by Ministry of Education and Culture 

(kemendikbud), the material of listening skill itself is very little and inadequate, 

and sometimes the material is also not suitable with the focus of learning or in 

other words it is still too general. Although it does not mean that the material 

provided by the government is not good, it's just still less specific to the  students’ 

needs  who are studying at vocational high school level. 

Based on the writer’s preliminary observation at SMK Negeri 8 Medan, 

especially grade ten students majoring in culinary art the writer has found most of 

the students were not good at their listening skill. At the beginning the writer 

asked the students about their interest in learning English especially in listening 

skill, and they told the writer that learning listening materials were hard, because 

sometimes the language and the pronounciation from the speakers are not 

understood. They think it is very difficult or complicated then the writer checked 
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their books and it was found that the listening materials are totally irrelevant with 

their study program, they often got confused because they did not understand the 

listening subject; the materials are not suitable for the students in the vocational 

high school.  

One example is in the chapter 6 of the book entitled “ giving 

Announcement” based on the basic competence of currriculum 2013 of revised 

version, one of the basic competencies of this part is capturing contextual 

meaning related to social function, text structure, and element of the linguistic text 

in the form of notification (announcement). Here are some the questions in the 

listening section of the chapter: 

LISTENING : 

Open these two links. Discuss with your classmates to 

respond to these questions. 

 

1. What is the announcement for? 

2. What is the announcement about? 

3. Do you see any similarity in terms of the content? 

4. When did the figures pass away? 

5. How important were the figures for their countries? 

6. How do you think the people react towards the 

announcements? Discuss with your friends. 

7. What are the elements of the announcement? 

 

LINK 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujPidSx7Vus 

LINK 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BI7RSN9MTyQ 

(Taken from : Bahasa Inggris SMA/MA/SMK/MAK Kelas X Kurikulum 2013    

Edisi Revisi 2017, Page 81) 
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From the links above it is obviously can be seen that the content of the 

links is not related with anything in culinary art field. This can be seen from the 

topic of video from the links in which the video tells about death announcement of 

An American politician and A South African politician leader who served as 

President of South Africa. 

Unfortunately, the text book have too general materials. They emphasized 

the materials based on students’ level, but there is no specification on the text 

book because the writers are not the teachers for the students. However, it doesn’t 

mean those text materials are not good. They are not suitable for students in 

specific purposes. 

Tom Hutchinson and Water (1987:8) says that learners were seen to have 

different needs and interests, which would have an important influence on their 

motivation to learn and therefore on the effectiveness of their learning. This lent 

support to the development of courses in which ‘relevance’ to the learners’ needs 

and interest was paramount.  

By learning the preliminary data we can conclude that there are many 

students who were not interested in the existing materials because all of the topics 

of the texts are unrelated with their environment, meaning that the function of 

ESP itself can decrease that problem, through ESP the teachers can analyze their 

students’ needs and they also can design the suitable listening materials for their 

students, the students will get the relevant materials based on their study program.  
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From the explanation above, we can conclude that: a teacher as a 

facilitator has a responsibility to facilitate the students in teaching learning 

process, a teacher not only has to teach in the class, but the teacher should prepare 

or choose the English materials that are suitable for the students if he or she finds 

that the existing materials can not fulfill the students’ needs. 

B. Identification of the Problems 

Based on the observation at SMK Negeri 8 Medan and interview with the 

teachers done in August 2017, there were several problems related to the  listening 

skill materials available at the school. 

The first problem is that the printed materials, such as students’ textbook, 

still has some weaknesses. The general English books were compiled by the 

teachers which was developed from core competence (Kompetensi Inti or KI), and 

each core competence has some basic competence (Kompetensi Dasar or KD). 

The textbook generally contained pictures, written dialogues or scarps of texts. 

However, the students’ textbooks were inappropriate to the needs of the students 

of vocational high school. The textbook contained the general English inputs 

which were not specified by their specific needs. Therefore, students could not get 

the competences which would be required in the target situation later. Moreover, 

those materials were irrelevant to the students’ English proficiency levels. Thus 

they faced difficulties since the tasks or exercises were too complex for them. 

The teachers and the students used english textbooks published by the 

Ministery of education and culture. In the textbooks, there are several electronic 
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materials. Electronic material is the teaching material presented in the form of a 

link or a site but without any transcript text. So students are only given soft 

materials to find out what material is being listened. This is proven in the English 

textbook SMA/MA/SMK/MAK Class X Curriculum 2013 Revised Edition 2017, 

Page 91. Although those textbooks were already appropriate to the core 

competencies (Kompetensi Inti or KI), and the basic competencies (Kompetensi 

Dasar or KD) of the English teaching in the vocational high school, they did not 

represent the real language use in the target situation. However, the students need 

textbooks which cover their needs and contain tasks that represent the language 

use in the target situation. 

The second problem was related to the availability of the audio materials 

and the audio visual materials. Although the school provides supporting facilities 

such as a language laboratory, audio amplifiers, LCD projectors and VCD players, 

teachers seldom used them because the availability of the audio and audiovideo 

materials was very limited. The reason was to prepare the students for the national 

final examination. The teachers of SMK Negeri 8 Medan admitted that finding 

audio and audio-video materials which were relevant to the standards of 

competence and basic competences was very difficult. 

Based on the demand of providing sufficient teaching materials as listed 

above, SMK Negeri 8 Medan should consider the relevance and the 

appropriateness of the teaching materials for the students’needs. It was to make 

sure that every students of each study programme will get the relevant English 
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inputs so that they could use their English skills and competences in the target 

situation and to support their career development in the future. 

C. The Problems of the Study 

By seeing from the background and 2013 English curriculum, the problems of 

the study are : 

1. “What kinds of English listening materials that are relevant for the tenth 

grade students of Culinary Arts study programmes at SMK Negeri 8 Medan 

which are also based on 2013 curriculum?” 

2. “How are English listening materials based on 2013 curriculum developed, 

which are suitable for tenth grade students of Culinary Arts study 

programmes at SMK Negeri 8 Medan?”. 

 

D. The Objectives of the Study 

As mentioned in the problems of the study, the objectives of this research are: 

1. To develop English listening materials based on 2013 curriculum for tenth 

grade students of Culinary Arts study programmes at SMK Negeri 8 Medan. 

2. To design English listening materials based on students’ need in tenth grade 

students of Culinary Arts study programmes at SMK Negeri 8 Medan. 
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E. The Scope of the Study 

The scope of this study is the students in the tenth grade of Culinary Arts study 

programmes at SMK Negeri 8 Medan. This study focuses on the development of 

English listening materials in even semester study.  

F. The Significance of the Study 

This study was expected to give some contributions as follows: 

1. The result of this study is useful for the grade ten students of Culinary Arts 

study programme at SMK Negeri 8 Medan. 

2. The result of this study is useful for the English teachers of SMK Negeri 8 

Medan in developing the suitable English listening skill materials for specific 

study programme which are also in line with the curriculum. 

3. The result of this study is useful for English Language Education Department 

students who will conduct the similar research on different cases. 

4. The result of this study is useful for the other material developers in developing 

relevant learning materials which give a lot of contributions to both teachers 

and students in the teaching and learning processes. 


