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Abstract. Medan State University has a motto, The Character
Building University, ihe only one mmversity had  been
implementing science cdueatian and producing cducators in
Indonesia. This research was purposed to know the level of
actual professional eduwcator character reached by pedupogical
student, Medan State university and to know its gap frem ideal
professional educator character, This research was descrintively
using  research  subjeets from seven facultics, 18
departments/study programs, 670 students. The research
findin showed that actual professional educator character
reachea hy student included good, with gap from  ideal
professional educator character incivded low. However, to the
dimension of basic character, attainment level of actuwal
professional character included low and s gap from ideal
professional educator character included high. o the dimension
of supporting and main character, atainment level of actual
professional charzcter included high, and its gap from ideal
professional educator character included low,
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I INTRODUCTION

aracter was in important study topic to be able to
detennine  individual's  destioity. Character is  destinity
(Heraclitug) (Lickona, 1991 2012; McCain and Salter, 2009;
Menanti dkk, 2015; Murad, 20173 In Indonesia education
world, educator profession is decply honored by socicty
scause of auning to make leamer independence. 1t can both
increase and decrease destinity, character 15 classic one (be in
a long life of human) and dynamie {alterable). The two things
beo Judgment that character, including  professional
cducator characiler, is important o study, 1o research, and o
soe  then,- also to. rehabilitate through various strategies
and approaches of character education. Education character
was an gssential part in the schonl, however less concemed.
(Zubaedi, 2011), however again, it currently becomes
important pan in each educationaj level w fndonesia,

Medan State University is one of nme universities in
Indonesia operasionalizing pedagogical personnel education

besides operasionalizing sciences educafion (non pedagogic).
Medan Slate University has seven fuculties operasionalizing
pedagogical path education and non pedagogical, namely
Faculty of Education Science. Faculty of Lanpuage and
Linguistic, Faculty of Social Sciences, Faculty of Mathenratic
and Natural Science, Faendtv of Technie, Faculgy of Sport
Science, and Faculty of _.onomy, (Guidelines Book of
M an & e University, 2017). The so big amount of
students within each faculties in Medan State University and
professionality requircments become reasonably judgment to
rescarch  pedagogic  student’s  atlainment  in meeting
professional educator character. The umiversity existence as
pedagogical persomnel establisher is above strengthened by
Medan State University £ 0 as The Character Building
Universily, then impurant 10 examine on the pedagogical
student’s professionalism of Medan State University in their
characters as educator candidates.

According  vriter’s obscervation as lecturer in Medan

State University since 1983 up to nowadays (2018}, the
fenomenon indicated that Pedagogical student’s professional
characier in Medan State University necded reinforcement,
‘This {s signed by student’s expression which felt lack of seli-
confidential 1o be able to be professional teacher, meanwhile,
Medan State University wants to  produce  skillfully,
characterized, morally pedagogical student graduates in
Medan State 1 versity as stated in Indonesia Nutional
Bducation Goal {Republic Laws of Indonesia, Number 20
Year 2003). Besides that, Government Rule of Republic of
Indenesia Number 19 Y - 2005, Chapter VI, Section 36,
Article {1) einphasizes that "pedagogical personnel in higher
cducation must - have  gualification, competence.  ond
certification in accordance with his task tield”, and Republic
Laws of Indonesia Number 14 Year 2005, Chapter . Section
2, Article {1} stated that teacher is “professiona! personnel on
stage of basic ¢ ation, junior and senior high schooi
education, and early age child education”. In accordance with
public Laws of Tndonesia  :ar 2005 and Year 2003 as
writieu above, n e University had the first objective
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and to behavior clement, cducator owns competence, will,
habit. This whole sub-element related to the educator
characteristic who has professional character,

Starting from elaborations about character, it can be
formulated that pre  sional educator character is character
that has to aRach educator profession. An educator is
ped  gical personne! who has gualification as teacher,
lectwer, counselor, learning tor,  widyaiswara, tutor.
msiructor, facilitator, or other profession participating in
conducting education (Republic Laws of Indonesia Number
20 year 2003, Chapter I, Scction I, Article (6). The educator
profession was formalty performed by lecturer and teacher.
Lecturer is professional educator and scientisi {Republic
Laws of Indonesia Nunber 14 Year 20035, Chapter I, Section
2), who worked in the ficld of higher education. Teacher is
professional educator witl main task © 1o cducate, to teach, to
guide, to direct, to train, to ¢valuate, learner untl juvior and
senior high school (Republic Laws of Indonesia Number 14
Year 2005, Chapter I, Section 2), who worked in the Geld of

rly age child education, bhasic ¢ducation. and junior and
senior high school education.

Professional pointed toward a job or activity done by
someone and become life income sources necding expertise,
skallful, proficiency that meet quality standard or particular
norm as well as needing profession cducation (Republic
Laws of Indonesia Number 14 Year 2003, Chapter I, Scection
1, Article {4). Profession education wus purposed educalion
followed by educator  (teacher  or  lecturer)  afler
accotnplishing particularly education level (namely education
level ol  undergraduaste/masterfdocioraly,  called by
certification. Cenification is an  educator’s  certificale
submifing process for teacher und lecturer (Republic Laws of
Indonesia Number 14 Year 20035, Chapter I, Section 1,
Article (11) after meeting educator profession education,

Cenificate as  cdocator. This  certified  educater
Educator (teacher, fecturer) called professional was they who
already have pedagogical, personal, sociul, and professional

oy es (Governinent Rule Number 19 Year 2003,
C v, Article 1-3). This four cducalor competences
bec aracter-attaching within-educator. Hereby can be

said that what ts meant with professional educator character
is number of professional cducator competences and fruits
(namely describing minimized pedagogical, personal, social,
and professional competences) anaching -in - the self of
eduncator in datly cognitive, affective, and hehavior fevel.

B. Consiruction of Professional Educator Character

The educator character construction  in - Indonesia
referees  toward Tondonesian  character. This  Indonesiun
Character referces  toward  Indonesian  character.  This
indonesian character is contribution of Indonesian's basic and
life view, namely Pancasila. In character, Pancasila is placed
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on the framewo  of reference heart analysis, thinking
analysis, sport, feeling analysis, initiative analysis. From each
reference framework is taken one as character basic values
available in the milieu of higher cducation, so there are four
characters, namely honestly character (honest, not lie), smart
{perfect in rational development), ilicnce (hard to lose,
sirong, skillful, adversity), and caring (heeding, paying
attention, ignoringy (Ministry of Education and Culiure
Directorate  gen 2013; Natfonal Policy of Nation
Character Building 201C 25, 2613). In milicu of basic and

junior and senior high school, character values developed for

learners were formulated from Pancasila, that was then
broken down in focusing on similar relatively values.

b des life views of Pancasila breaking down 1o he
four references above, there are some basics or references
that isbe unable to ignore in [ormulating the construction of
protessional educator character of pedagogical student in
Medan State University, namely {1} Indopnesia Education
National Goal (Republic Laws of Indonegsia Number 20 Year
2063); (23 Gual of Pedagogical Personnel Education
Institution, namely producing professional cducator; (3)
Visien, mission, and Goal of Medan State Tlniversiry,
because this research was done in Medun State Universiry;
(4} Ethic Code of  ucator (teacher) Indonesia; (5) Graduate
Competence Standard covering amitude, knowledge, und

chomotoric (Governemment Rule Number 19 Year 2003,
hapter I, Section 1, Article (4); (6). Society’s individualism-
collectivisim; {7) Independence-dependence seliorientation:
#nd (8) Religiusity. Cach of 4 references and 8 references the
constructiou of professional educator characier is covered by
character theory invelving knowing, feeling, und behavior
elements.

Based on Jife views of Indonesian people and cight
references of professional educator character construction
above, Menanti et al (2018) vategorized professional vducator
character into three character dimensions, namely dimen<ion
of basic character, dimension of main  character, und
dimension of support char 1.

Tirst, dimension of basic character comprised of 2 sub
dimensions, namely those who loves occupation as cducutor
and as teacher.

Second, dimension ol main” character comprised ot 7
sub dimensions, such as sensivity, -empbatic ability, curing,
hanest, respansibility, respect to others, capable to baild good
relationship.

Third, dimension of support character comprised of 7
sub dimensions, such as discipline, wisdom. curiosity,
following the development of science and  education
technology, pat and style, self-performance, refigiusity.
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expecla that good condition can b muiintained, cven
increased to be mote good. The diiference ol averupely
including middle and high on the character dimensionssub-
dimension, needs more intensively  reinforcement,  with
expectation that this difference condition including middle
and high can decrease 1o be low.

The reinforcement of protessional educator character
dimension/sub-dimension tollows priorities as llows:

1) —asic character dimensi  the remtorcement 15 curative
and preventive.

2y Characrer spb-dimension loves the teaching ok the
r¢  arcement is curative and proventive.

3y Character sub-diinensions of sensitive, ciphatic,
responsibility, building social retationship, curiosity: the
reinforcement is curative and preventive,

4) Prominent character dimension, and supporting character
dimension:  the reinforcement is more  focosing on
preventive than carative.

N1 adients dimension of care, benest, discipiine, wisdom.
adapting knowledge sciener technology development.
headthy life style and pattern, and religlosine characters,

&, b-dimension of appreciating others, and sell=appearance
characters: The reinforcement s more  focusing on
preventive than curative,

Based on President Rule of Republic of Indonesia
Number 87 Year 2017 abowt  Characrer  Education
Reinlorcement, so the reinforcement of prolessional educator
character  toward pedagogical stdent o Medim State
Univ 1y jndges two following guidelines

o o reinforcement of professional cdve aior character s
done  comprehensively  covermiy path of  farmal,
Nonformal (society) and infornal tfeanily ).

-2 oreinforcoment of professional edncator characier
vwrough formal lane, is done integrated in the activities of
infracur dur,  co-curticular,  and  extra-curricular. In
intracurticulur activities, values reinforcement ol professional

ucator character s implemented through leaming material
and method. In cocurricular activities, values reinlorcement
of professiona! cducator —chiracter v Deplemented for
frirac Cular activities o enrichinent’ and  deebenine in
aceordance - with carriculom content. In | extra-curricudar
activities, ' values reinforcement ol projessional cdogator
character is ymplemented for broadening stadent’s potential,
aptitude, interest, personality, cooperation, and independence
optimumly. ,_is cxtra-curriculyr activity covers activities
like product science game, arl, Sporl, sensitizing, press
activity, Pramuka, (Praja Muda Karanad, Resimen, Nature
lovers.

In mtracurricular  activilies, there are two micro
appr hes in implementing chiracter cducation approach
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hased on classroom, namely: 1) leaming integration approach
in group of Personality development, and 2) Chuaracter
education integrated on the whole education curriculum. the
character education implementation bases on  integrated
classroom at every subject, 1o be done in stages oft (1)
Determini:  learning’s objective, {2) Determining character
culturg! value that will be developed, (3) Formulating
learning, model in accordance with the learning vhjective,

The character values that can be obtained by student
through some learning mode! applications, as {fillows:

b Tearning model of small group discussion: Developing
collaboration wvalues, apprecialing  ¢ach  other, <elfs
confidelice.

Simulation: Developing emphatic, sensitivity,

3} Discovery learning: Developing independence, tenacity,
problem solving,

4y Sell=direet leaming:  Developing the  valoes of
independence, responsibility, dilipence, discipline.

Ry operative  learning  jisaw: Developing feam  work
vilues, leadership, communication, togetheniess,

Ay Contextvad mstruction:  Developing  sensitiviry wward
cnvironment, emphatic, sensitive on milieu need.

7y Cellzborative learning: Developing appreciation value,
knowledge/ex  ence sharing willinpness,
communication proficicncy, group work proficiency.

$) Project base lewrning: Deweloping loyalty value on
principle, responsibility, communication proficiency.

9 Problem base feaming: Developing sensitivity to identify
problem, responsibility vilue (Menanti, ot al, 2012),

Instintion cultural  developing approach s highly
necded in strengthening the professional educator characier,
naely involving all svstems inoinsgtution such as teader,
cducator, pedagogic personncl, sceurity unit, cleaning service
personnel,  and outside the institation such as srakefonlder,
parent. This whole apriicipunts,  internal party should hove
vision, mission, goal, commitment. thinking pattern, sinilar
gttitade, namely for strengthening professional edoecator
character.

o The Reinforcement of protessionad cducotor character
wtlezed this follonving principles.
11 the developing of student’s poteutial holistically wnd
imtegrated
2y Modelling
31 Gaing on through habitoating inthe daily ife
43 Growing the noral dilemni causing guilty
5y lmiplying reinforcenent, primarily reward.

o Luchancing the stedent’s mteraction with the
difference  peoples i experience.  education,
character, age, science freld This rich experivnce
will  develop  characier  generglly,  including
professional educator character,
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VII. CONCLUSION

The pedagogical stadent's protessivnal - educator
character in Medan State University needs continuously
reinforcement, by emphasizing preventive program, hesides

conducting curative program. 1he reinforcement  of

professional educator character involves internal and extenal
parties Medan State University and internalized culturally in
daily life. Among dimension of professional educator
character highly needing reinlprecment s bisic charavier
dimension by the reasons, first tiai this basic character
dimension is discovered very weak owned by pedagogical

student Medan State University compared with dimensions ol

prominent and supporting character. The second reason,
disnension « srofessional cducator character fandumentally

hasic character dimension. In this sense, tocusing on the
character value reinforcement feels the edncating job as soul
catl.
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