
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 
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English as a language which is used internationally or globill:x has been 

taught in almost all countries in the world. It has been become the anguage which 

resources. In Indonesia, English as a foreign language is a compulsory subject to 

be taught from the elementary up to the university level because its function is as 

a language international communication in the 21st century. Teaching English is 

not simple. It needs appropriate way as a strategy to teach students ~ause it 

covers to the four skills namely, listening, speaking, reading, and wrifng. 

achieve the four skills, vocabulary cannot be separated. 

Vocabulary as one of the important elements should be well 

role in learning a language including English because 

--L=·ta,.,.· g skills well. Those our skills will be effectively 

learned by learners if they have words bank or wide coverage vocabulary. 

Considering the importance of vocabulary in mastering English communicatively, 
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bbthe writer is interested to discuss this study in the effort of increasing students' 

vocabulary mastery by applying some appropriate strategies. 

Deal with the goal of English teaching and learning process in Indonesia 

based on the lates curriculum, Educational Um bevel Curriculum, students' 

English proficiency in mastering the four language skills, 

skill (besides listening, speaking and writing skills) in order to 

t the broadest 

vocabulary is needed in the reading and listening skills. It means tha :vocabul~ 

is used as the basic element to grasp those skills because it influences learners' 

English correctly. 

Developing a vocabulary is extremely required to understand the whole 

text easily, particularly in English teaching and learning processes for Indonesian 

foreign learners. Vocabulary knowledge in learning English enable 

having the real meaning of a word successfully. If students do not Imo 

meaning of a word, they will find some difficulties in both receptive 

language proficiency. So, the teaching of vocabulary makes teacher aware of the 

importance of integrating the teaching vocabulary into the teaching of the four 
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skills. In fact, many teachers understand of the importance of teaching vocabulary 

to their students, but they are not aware on how to teach them correctly. They do 

not realize that integrating vocabulary into the teaching of the four skills will help 

the learners use tlieir vocabulary in a more natuml and meaningful way. 

At present, many students especially at the first year of the Senior High 

School are still unable or difficult to understand the meaning-o words in the 

passage or text, they have limited vocabulary to comprehend the meaning a text, 

they do not know the context of words which is used in the text, they cannot 

compose their writing task and they get the difficulty to state the some sentences 

in English. Those students' problems occur because they understanfl of the 

importance of studying vocabulary. They feel bored with the way of teaching in 

which they are asked to find out the meaning of the difficult words in dictionary 

and then they try to memorize the word meaning. In addition, many teachers tend 

to stress the teaching mostly on grammatical rules. When they tea h 

comprehension, they do not give clear explanations 

strategies on how recognize the meaning of the words. 

For this purpose the teaching of vocabulary qsing 

Analysis (SF A), Frayer Model (FM) and Contextual Redefinition (CR) can 

Moreover, it is expectic:rthat the students understan the meaning of words easily. 

In teaching by using Semantic Feature Analysis (SFA) strategy, there is 

the use of categorization which can explore the concept or word. It helps students 
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to see how words within a category alike and different and to relate the meanings 

of new words to prior knowledge by contrasting features and characteristics of 

word categorization so that the students can understand the meaning of the words. 

by defining, describing its essential characteristics, pro:viding examples and 

offering non- examples of the word. 

Based on these facts, 

whether they were effective or not on students' vocabulary mastery. 

~ 
1.2 Problems of the Study m Based on the background ofthe study, the problems ofth"s 

2. Which one of these strategies is the most effective strategy among the others? 
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1.3 Objectives of the Study 

In relation to the research problems, the objectives of the study are: 

I. To find whether teaching vocabulary with Semantic Feature Analysis, Frayer 

Model and Contextual Redefinition Strategies significant affect students' 

vocabulary mastery. 

To examine which one of these strategies is the mos effective strategy 

Vocabulary is one of the basic elements in mastering the langyage skills. It 

is impossible for the students to understand what their teacher explains 

using more vocabulary. There are a lot of strategies that can be used i 

the students' capability in English especially in vocabulary. 

This study has a specific intention to discover the students' vocabulary 

In narrowing the study, it is limited to the teaching 

interactive view of reading comprehension. 

are some 

contextual redefinition. Thus the three strategies would be implemented during the 
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research and the study was held at Madrasah Aliyah Swasta Nurul Islam which is 

the same level Senior High School, at Nagori Serapuh Gunung Malela. 

It is very important for a teacher especially an English teacher who devotes 

her hme in improving v abulary mastery for her students. It is common to say 

that a teacher who cannot solve a question or does not has a wide coverage of 

vocatiulary, it is difficult to teach vocabulary and sometimes in teac "ng 

vocabulary, the teacher asks students firstly to memorize many words witho t 

caring whether the students understand or master those words which t6 y have 

memorized. In other words, the teachers should equip themselves with the 

information about the stages of vocabulary before they actually begin 

vocabulary well. The finding of this study will at least expected to answer the 

Senior High School level because they might enrich their English lan 

improving their strategies in teaching vocabulary. The problem as indentified tiy 

tlie researcher in her thesis would also contribute something for the untlerstanding 

could not understand the meaning of English 



 
 


