
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Backgroand oftbe Study 

Reading is one of the most important-objects of the four skills in English as a 

second or foreign language. In the 2006 English Curriculum for Senior High School, 

reading is regarded as the l>ackbone of other language skills. It is stated that through 

reading students can ~velop the other language skills such as writing and speaking. 

The students can also grasp information and improve their knowledge;. blhey have to 

magazines, journals etc. giving the students a good reading, it means that we 

them the chance to explore knowledge and to promote them life-long learning. 

The basic goal of reading is enable readers to gain an understanding the text; 

to develop appreciations, interest and strategies. It means the readers compreheild 

text that is read. In other words reading comprehension is an active thinking process 

in understanding the message of the text. 

The research of the International Association for the Education (IAFA) in 1~:2 

concluded Indonesian elementary students' reading comprehension is very low. 

Indonesian elementary students' ability in reading is ranked in 29 from 30 nations that 

Wed as the research sample (Bali Pos, September 22, 2002). The finding · 

students have low ability in reading comprehension. 

they do not know tfie srep, strategy to do in order to gain an understanding the text. 



-

Most of them just do guessing on the text so they loose the real message of the text 

and they fail to construct the meaning of the text. 

The objective of English teaching is that the students can develop their 

communicative competence both in oral and written forms. This communicative 

competence involves four lan~e skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 

The four skills are important in communication; each of them must get sufficient 

emphasis for development. Therefore. Indonesian government has been always 

making an attempt to achieve the objective by continuously im 

Curriculum: from Curriculum 2004 till the latest one used through out, namely 

2004 or Competence-Based Curriculum. The target of language teaching ex~ed by 

the curriculum is actually simple, that is to give the students ability to use lli 

language. 

Reading, one of the four skills can develop the other language skill such as 

essence of reading. Reading text is given by the writer to communicate message and 

the students' task is to comprehend the message or the real information. m 
It is said above that most senior high school students have difficulties in 
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Table 1.1 Students' Reading Comprehension Average Scores 

Science Class Xlt Xll XlJ XL. 

School Year 

Semester 2009/2010 2009/2010 2009/2010 2009/2010 

63 62 

60 60 

Medan tail in reading comprehension. They are not able to understand and inter:pret 

th~meaning in the text. They are not able to obtain infonnation i the text. Studen ' 

reading comprehension in Senior High School of St. Thomas 2 Medan is not good, 

because the standard score for reading comprehension in the school is 70. t also 

means that the strategy which applied has not been satisfied especially in reading. So 

the researcher wants to apply the text-based strategy and text structure-based 

in order to improve the students' reading comprehension. 

Reading comprehension is a complex process in which the students 

mental content to obtain meaning from written material. The students must be·able to 

xt. The teachers play an important role in order to help the students 

3 



> -

individual syilables is different than learning how to understand. Understanding is the 

reason we read. We read because we want to learn something or be entertained. 

The teachers do not employ effective and efficient teaching reading strategies, 

as the consequence, the students seem hard to comprehend their reading texts 

comprehensively. So the teacher must be able to teach reading effectively, efficiently, 

In relation to the reading comprehension, many researchers have also 

suggested comprehension strategies in teaching reading to enhance stuaents' reading 

comprehension. In this case the researcher plans to apply text- antl text 

re-based strategies from the four comprehension strategies which is classified 

to their function and source by Block (1986:344). 

Vocabulary mastery is also an important part because it is the basic need to 

understand the text. By giving them a vocabulary test, we can group students wliO 

have high or low vocabulary mastery. 

easier to understand the text. 

Therefore, in this study the researcher is interested to discover the effect of 

text-based strategy and text structure-based strategy in improving the 

reading comprehension for those who have high and low vocabulary rnaste.!rY...-' 

Senior High School of St. Thomas 2 Medan where the researcher teaches English. 

The Problems of the Study 

4 



3. Is there any significant interaction between comprehension strategies and 

vocabulary mastery on students' reading comprehension? 

1.3 The Objectives of the Study 

In the line with the problems, the objectives of the study are intended: 

l. to investigate whether the students~ding comprehension taught by using 

text structure-liased strategy is significantly higher than that taught by using 

text -based strategy .. 

to investigate whether students' reading comprehension with big 

mastery is significantly higher than with low vocabulary m~. 

strategies and vocabulary mastery on the students' reading comprehension 

respectively. 

1.4 The Scope of the Study 

The research specifies the intention to the students' reading comprehegsion. 

The researcher chose and applied text-based strategy and text structure-based sttategy 

from the four reading comprehension strategies which are classified to their function 

and sources by Block (1986:344). 

Vocabulary mastery influences the reading comprehension. That's wtiy; the 

writer chooses vocabulary mastery as the moderator variable. The students in the 
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There are many kinds of genre due to its social function (purposes). They are: 

description, explanation, procedure, exposition, discussion, narrative, recounts, report, 

spoof, anecdote, academic text/ essay, newspaper texts/ news item, and scientific 

articles. Out of the various kind of genre, the research is focused on the genres of 

narrative and exposition. They are chosen because of the narrative and exposition 

texts are suita61 to the strategies. Narrative and exposition texts also find in the 

materials of semester HI aria IV in the textbook grade XI o Senior High School. 

- The result of this research will be enrich the theory of teaching how to 

comprehend the reading through text structure-based and text-based strategies 

-The result of this research can be used as the references for those who want to - conduct a research in improving reading comprehension. 

Practically: 

the readers to compare to the future, previous research and those 
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