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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

Language skills have centraliroles ifndearners’ intellectual, social, and

emotional developmeént and serve as key factors toward success
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Among the four language skills, writing skill is indisputably a very
important language skill senior high school students as well as the leavers need to
posses owing to its functional nature for their development, either to farther their
education to university or to play their roles in the societies having completed their

education. Writing is one of the most powerful communication tools that they will

use to share thoughts and i hem _remember facts and

details and even cmmumca{e with t school, may have to
ansyvel testq otes ideas'fora
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0" list, take a phone message, a quick reminder, send a letter, a shmm
}age by a mobile phone or an e-mail or fill out an application or order form.

*ﬁng, either simple or complex, is already and will continue to be an important
f daily life (Carrol, Wilson, and Forlini, 2001). h

Conforming to the significance of writing skill, the Department of Natioe

Education set out to apply a curriculum characterizing on written ianﬁage

proﬁ&' development called Genre-Based Curriculum. As far as its fram

Syconcerned, the important objective of English teaching and learning in
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language community, he will need to be able to produce texts which fulfill the
expectations of its readers as regard grammar, structure, and content. Genre-based
writing places grammar centrally since grammar is just as important instrument of
communication as content and a text cannot be written coherently and cohesively

without attention being paid to how meaning is being expressed through grammar.

Despite the well-established position of grammar
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w A study was‘condu;:ted by Linda (2006) on 300 twelve graders of 3 seni

igh schools in Sibolga and Central Tapanuli writing recount and report texts. Thi

ﬂdy shows that the most obvious weaknesses of the students lie in the area oo
ar, particularly in the aspects of morphology and syntax. Source of the
Kmaﬁc grammatical categories are affixes, adverb, adjectives, plural form

@ and subject-verb agreement. This contributes 60% of the total mismz
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pro s the different grammatical structures existing between Indonesi d

inglish. For example, Indonesian does not have morphological ers for adver}
i.e.'ely), plurality,(i -stp tive and_sup fo or adjegfiv
and these are so ofjion e

English language. Mear

students face in
ax can be observed in

relative pronouns, subject-verb agreement, copula and determiners. In the case of



subject-verb agreement, the researcher contends that this is due to the fact that such

agreement is not required in Indonesian.

The other study executed by Rosa (2005) on error analysis in writing
argumentative essay done by the second year students of English Department of the

State University of Padang reveals tha

nost dominant type of errors committed

by the students investigated can be traced back to sentence skills or grammatical

structure. It was found that o
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This reality is much of a digression to the objective of genre-based writi
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zlaeten'ce. The target is to foster students’ ability in using internationally-
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(2004:68) asserts that in genre-based writing, grammar must be treated as more
than sets of rules and the teaching of grammar should not take a form of tasks that
are disconnected with writing activities or sets as supplementary work to address
persistent errors. He argues that the forms students need often remain elusive as

they cannot make connection between grammar they study and the meanings these

items express in the conte particular gen ~importantly, genre-based

writing is consistent with the theoreti

of Halliday (1994: xvii) who
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taught through genre-based writing should be the one which is scmantiU

Jmcemed with meanings) and functional (concerned with how language is used)
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communicative purpose and schematic structure. Therefore, the problems of this
study are formulated as the following.

1. What aspects of grammar are taught through genre-based writing?

2. How are the aspects of grammar taught through the genre-based writing?

3. Why the aspects of grammar are ta
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9. To describe what aspects of grammar are taught through the g_gn:e»basg
z writing.
To schematize the procedure of teaching the grammatical aspects 'throug?

writing course.

3.%@:@1@ the reasons why the grammatical aspects are taught the @hey

are through the writing course.
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1.4 Scope of the Study

The teaching of grammatical aspects through genre-based writing covers
various aspects such as the types and number of the genres through which the
grammatical aspects are taught, the teachers who teach the grammatical aspects

through the genres, and the level of education to which the grammatical aspects

herefore, this st
of grammatical aspec
ol Pss\ers
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przé\ the curriculum and based on the findings by Purba a}
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m inations and university entrance tests.
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