CHAPTER |

INFTRODUCTION

A. The Backgroundof the Study

Based on the standard of content of the School“Based Curriculum or
KTSP, theré-are four skills for teaching English. They are four basic skills in
learning English, listening, speaking, reading and writing. As one“of-four basic
skills, reading has its own characteristic. Reading provides people With some
acti;/ities to comprehend a text. Through reading people can get a:_lot of
knowledge, information, even problem solution.

Reading is an essential way in developing people knowledge. It'is also one
of tools«in learning English and has been a part of classroom activities. Reading
can help people to comprehend their environment. The teacher needs an
appropriate and effective_ reading materials to helpgthem teach the students
effectively. " The teacher has to desién or develop materials carefully considering
that learning materials. are important to make the teaching learning process run
well and to achieve the goal of the learning.

F'I”'rl'nde)ne'&a there are two categories of secondary schools namely the
gen'l_or thh_sthooI and! tr!e vocatignal high sctleblm'-ira voé'é.n,onal hlgh sefiog ﬁhe -
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- ~speC|t|p|etmnlq_ymgnt!:Bgseq:-op t!\e structure of the curriculum in vocatiorial
education, it aims to improve the students’ competence, knowledge, personality,
character and skills in order to be able to continue their education based on their

vocational study programs. In addition, the main difference between the
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vocational high school and senior high school is the preparation for the students to
get particular jobs soon after they graduate. This purpose is in line with the
statements of Indonesian Ministry of Education (Kemendiknas) which has said
that the mainsgoal of vocational high school teaching and learning process is to
enable/them improve their professional skills (BSNP, 2006). For vocational high
school students, the English materials should be develoued based on the
characteristics of each department or major without ignoring tfle standard
competence (SC) and the basic competence (BC) in School-Based Curriculum
(KTSR). In line with the aims of education in the vocational high school, English
teaching and learning should have relevancy between the knowledge and the
needs. Regarding these, the materials also need to be contextualizéd with the

students® needs.

Based -on the observation in SMK Bina Bersaudara 1 Medan, it is found
that the English materials that have been provided by the school do not meet the
students‘ needs especially in reading material. Based on the Risangsukmo (2015)
developing the reading materials that meet the students’ need is impotant to reach
the goal of teaching learning process in the classroom. He proves the statement

.l étﬁ'-:vﬁ'fﬁ:ﬂTe:result of research in SMKN | Sedayu that the students want the
?teaé'her tp lead them |r|1 glscussmg_a'partlcular,xeﬁl'ateﬂ"h'thelr majo;-a'nd ey .
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. ,:Rlsan_g_shlimg Eugges!sd._e:arl_ .dgve!op ._hls/her own material based on the—negd
analysis that they have conducted. Hutchinson and Water (1987:8) says that

learners were seen to have different needs and interests, which would have an

important influence on their motivation to learn and therefore on the effectiveness

el,_.



ARRIVALS
Flight From Time Gate 7Status
25 I Miami 5.00 6 Oﬁ time
456 Madrid 5. 05 4 On time
829 Bogota 5.15 - Ontime
78 pafis W ol & 5420 L3 On time
233 London 5 |35 9 On time
767 New York 5. 40 10 On time
67 Dallas 6. 00 11 On time
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of their learning. This statement supports to the development of courses in which
‘relevance’ to the learners’ needs andinterest. English is needed for a particular
group of learners .and it could be identified by®analysing the linguistic
characteristies-af their specialist area Work or study. It can conclude that English
is also/used for'the spéc':ific purposes. The reading material ifi-the textbook does
not contain__reievant input texts and technical terms that are needed by the students
in Office Administration department. For example, the reading text irI Fheir book
is the flight schedule. .

A.. Read the text carefully

B. . study the flight schedule below then answer the questions that follow.
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Because the existing materials do not fulfil their needs since they only

learn general English from the books used by the teachers, it is needed to develop

relevant, materials based on the students’ major. The unrelevant material can

causes thé'students’ intention to read the texts on the books low, since.they do not

find any relevancy on what they learn and what they actually need. Khaefatunisa

(2015) says that contextual learning is needed when teachers relate subjeci.matter

content to real world situations. Based on that statement, contextual teaching and

learning involves making learning meaningful to students by connecting to the

real world. It draws upon students’ diverse skills, interests, experiences, and

cultures andintegrates these into what and how students learnsand how they are

assessed. Moreover, contextual teaching and learningsbuilds activities in real-life

and vocational contexts to which stidents can relate, incorporating not only

content but the reasons.why that learning is important.“/Actually the students of

Office Administration program is emphasized to be a good officer or secretary in

t ure Wrth-knowm such as tools in office Iike cardex ordner, etc. So
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Based on the stated problems, it is concluded that developing materials is

worth doing. This research try to develop reading materials based on Contextual

Teaching Learning approach that can be used in the English teaching learning

el,_.
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process. So, reading materials can facilitate students majoring Office
Administration program in learning English. Throughout the reading materials
students are supposedrto learn English and can conneected the material with the

real world situation. " [N =

B. The#Pr(_)bIem of the Study

E.fom the background, the problem of the study can be fékmulated' as

e

follow!":
1. “How to develop English reading materials of descriptive text V\)rj_ich are

; suitable for students of Office Administration program at SMR Bina
.

Bersaudara 1 Medan?”

@ The Objective of the Study.

As mentioned in the problems of the study, the objective'of this research

are: =] L & > = !|I- L

N TN
1. To develop relevant Engllsh reading materials of deseriptive text through

Contextual Teachingmand.Learningprinciples for students of Office

dministration Program.

RN, T o ai
AT T
Sk

| '[h_(_a §copgI of, thli.lstpdy is the studénts"ln the first grade of SMl( Bma,.

1
Bersaudara 1 Medan Office Administration Study Program. This study focuses on
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developing reading material of descriptive text based on Contextual Teaching and

Learning.



E. The Significances of the Stud

The result o study are expected not O 0 be the merely data

some 'g&ad\N&Eh@a ly and pra
o scriaﬁo‘ﬁ: é?

T ically, the result of this study can be a reference for those wh oare

intere in developing english reading materials.
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T
-ﬁiactically, the writer expects this study will be useful for: m )
bhe teachers; this study is =z:ﬂ;r'ned to help teachers find aﬂgeou
formation based on the co-n-lénts and findings of this Ztudwich i

ated to developing-énglish reading mateials. %
2? other researchers; this study is intended to be one of their resources to

makt?her developing enali-sh reading materials, artgive additional

information fc@next related study.
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