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1.1 Background of the Reses UNIMED
Human beings are social creaturas. one nee ract with another.

d each other.
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@ written messages.
However, since there are so many languages in the universe a

rocess of communication has been widespread around. The human b

> are required to be able to speak at least one or more languages. Morao

e — the people from one country have their own language. This is true to
ZIndonesia people who have a typical culture in their use of characteriz

language by the way they use the language for communication. In

onesian language for instance, it is recognized the term of social cl

When a younger speaker wants to speak to the older ones, then he/she
@d use polite words to appreciate the audience and this is th&ura[

realization in terms of communication and in terms of using the Ianguage.
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directly but rather use other expressions which show that they are very polite

persons. For example, it is impolite to say mati (die) to human being but they

ressed in ce
hemqstlc expressions in the Indonesian

states that the Indonesuan people tend to say indi

ints of what they would like to say. They tend to go round whi

res the ability to understand the context of the communication so that

ience will understand the meaning of the spoken words.
> in speaking, the Indonesian people tend to select appropriate word

ot only in terms of literal meaning but also in politeness. This indicates tha
z:a Indonesian people use figures of speech in their communication not onl

oral communication but aiso in written one. For example: it is more polite

gkoruptor (corruptor) rather than to say pencuri uang negara (thie

government’s money).

@:igures of speech are words or groups of words used to give r

emphasis to an idea or sentiment. The writer uses language in a creative way

t in the Irty in order to give the rea 9
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A figures of speech expresses an idea or experience vividly, forcefully,

and briefly. It has the quality o about it. Sometimes figures of

speech may seem.ev
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nore direct than literal language because it helps the

Many traditional languages divided Ilnguustlc expressions mto two

asses: literal and figurative expression.The words in literal express
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w:;te what they mean according’to common or dictionary usage, whi

rds in figurative expressions denote something other than what they mea“

iccording to common or dictionary usage. Often, in this framework, aU
rticular instance of figurative language can/must be reduced to literab
z;;uage in order to find out what the expression might be intended to mean.
9 The literal meaning of a particular figure of speech is clearer.
example : The ground is dry. The literal meaning is clearer, because the

fac% the ground cannot literally feel thirst is just common sense. &

The literal meaning of a particular figure of speech is less clear. The

gure, "When Qaw her, my soul began to quive
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meaning” is not a special sort of meaning; it is only the meaning we are most

figures of gpeech. s N EG
Theﬁlh\ypes of figures of spee

based on the function of the figures of speech in commu
em

comparison: Simile and Metaphor. (b.) involve ass

@my and Syvnecdoche. (c.) stress a personal dimension: Personifi
w Apostrophe. (d.) demand additions to complete the thought: Ellipsis.
d

erstatement: Litotes or Meiosis and Euphemism (f.) an intensification
>versal of meaning: Hyperbole and Irony. (g.) involve fullness of thought:

Climax. U

Most important, they have an essential aesthetic purpose, wideninh

nd deepening the range of perception and response to the world of obj?

ideas .The one type of figures of speech is euphemism. Euphemism
word or phrase which substitute a taboo word or it is used to avoid somgjg

fﬁ&ng and unpleasant (Fromkin and Rodman, 1997. 96). The f

euphemism depends on the cultural background of the persons. Therefore
erent periubav different styles on th F
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ers). This word did not exist in theBalai Pustaka Period.
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Also, the word bersahaja (to be simple) is used in the Balai Pustaka Period




but it does not exist in the Contemporary Period. Period is the classification of

is basically base he main characteristics of certain time., There are five

periods in the histo of E
( 1930 - 1944 c

. dThe of 66 (1966 - 1969), & Contemporary F*ow )
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nt study focuses on the analysng. of the use of e

anguage, especially in the Indonesian novels, five from Balai Pusta

and five from Contemporary Period. The reasons for choosing B

taka and Contemporary Period are due to the following: m
1. Balai Pustaka Period is the first period which the Indonesian writers
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z 2. Balai Pustaka Period reflects the settings of the Indonesian language

used in that period, it is necessary to use the novels and bein:

published their novels in one publisher company.

compares them with the Contemporary novels in Contempo
Period.

%he five novels from Balai Pustaka Period are very popu%r

Indonesian students, since the books are their reading in Indonesian

school
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5. The five contemporary novels are the famous novels in this period.

Such: the novel Hidup Perli Kembang Padang Kelabu and

tas Cakrawala were the novels from Femina

hat have alrea!Ea (0}

ng Play Boy has already been publis

I ar

and broadcasted in a national television channel ( TVRI s ,
he focus of this study has ne4ver been conducted especially on
rison between euphemism in the Balai Pustaka novels g

ntemporary novels. m

-.2 Research Problems

The present study tries to answer the following questions: b

1. What types of euphemism are used in novels of Balai Pustaka ?
Contemporary Period?
avhat differences are there between the use of euphemism in th%i

ustaka and Contemporary Period?

& What similarities are there between the use of euph in the Bal
Pustak owry inod?M e 0‘




1.3 Objectives of the Research

The objectives of this re
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i iti f euphemism used in Balai Pustaka

ignificance of the Study
w The findings of this research will be useful for those who want :
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. conduct the use of euphemism in Indonesian language. Thesm

> research findings will be their valuable literature resources in theiU

study.

i
z deepen understanding of the use of euphemism in Indonasiab
9 language and give contributions to the Indonesian language a

especially to the Indonesian novel writers. They can use appropria

a:erances. SB
- better understand deeply on the characteristics of Indonesian novels.
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Burridge (1991: 3) Euphemism is characterized by avoidance language and

evasive expression; that is, the speakeriuses words as a protective shield




