CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

d fulfill the

language and culture. The interrelationship of those disciplines invited the ist
thcrest in forming new terminologies for each relationship, such

sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics and ethno linguistics. The concentration of th

thesis is discussing the relationship between psychology and 1ang_uag_e or what ism
> called as psycholinguistics.

"] Psycholinguistics is the study of language as a human activity. It is the U

study of what people acquire when they acquire a language, of how they acquire b
it, and of how they use it when producing and understanding message

(Foss:1996:4). Psycholinguistics comprises to three domain of language, name

language comprehension, language production and language acquisition. The

%ﬁ: domains above stand for the questions; how language is comprehend

language is produced and how language is acquired? And the researcher will be

interested Indiscussing language acquisition domain. o
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The study of child's language acquisition has engaged the interest and
fancy of those who have wanted either to better understand the development of the

children or to better understand the nature of language, and this study has been

going on for centuries, book version is conducted by

is book, he present inguis E acquisition
EF o the researcher é

d:fterent participant in limited linguistic

ition has tried to explain it; probably no other topic has arous

ontroversy. Possessing a language is the quintessentially human trait: all no

humans speak, no nonhuman does. Language is the main vehicle by which we

know about other people's thoughts, and the two must be intimately related. Evexy

time we speak we are revealing something about language, so the facts of c

language structure are easy to come by; these data hint at a system of

extraordinary complexity. Nonetheless, learning a first language is somethmg

every child does successfully, in a matter of a few years and without the need for

formal lessons. With tanguage so close 10 the core of what it means to be huma

it is not surprising that children's acquisition of language has received so much

%ﬂntiom Anyone with strong views about the human mind would like to &

that children's first few steps are steps in the right direction.

uistic theories hold that children learn
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the presence of other humans. This does not mean, however, that the child
requires formal teaching of any sort. Chomsky claims that children are born with a

hard-wired language acquisition device (LAD) in their brains. They are born with

the major principies of language in place, but with many parameters fo set (such

as whether ences in the language(s) they are to acquire must have explicit

subjects). According to st tthnEu ild is exposed to a
anguage, ieir 'p SSibTe Tor e ¢ .
gfamma

principles, because the principles are innate.

mportant part in children's language acquisition. However, some research
claim that the empirical data. On which theories of social interactionism are base
have often been over-representative of middle class American and European
parent-child interactions. Various anthropological studies of other human cultures,
as well as anecdotal evidence from western families, suggests rather that many, if

not the majority, of the world's children are not spoken to in a manner akin to
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traditional language lessons, but nevertheless grow up to be fully fluent language
users. Many researchers now take this info account in their analyses- F urmcrmo,e

as any parent knows, children often pay scarce attention to what they are told to

@, instead sticking to their own ungrammatical preferences. 8

Outside of both theories, Learnability theory offers that language is

learned. Inthis , learning is not defined as the activi




%ge acquisition is divided into two categories; artificial (school) and na
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Oxford Dictionary, the notion of learning is to gain knowledge or skill by study,
experience or being taught. The researcher takes the term experience as the

indication of learning. It means that Learning in this term is taking out the

knowledge From the environment. s of acquiring language is

rming. Even has its own name, the researcher regards that it is the

r or devel mcﬁmpiriN.i
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anguage acquisition of

sch d were not sent to school.
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this research, the researcher will focus on the [s)

bility theory on language acquisition, The meaning of application 18 that

(non school). This topic is chosen because this research have never been

conducted in Indonesia. This idea come from the tendency of parent who tends to m
send their children to school with the expectation the children are able to acquire
the language well. The interesting question is, is there any effect of sending their U
children to school with the ability in acquiring the language. Then, learnability
theory gives the different views of language acquisition. For instance, one of the
application of learn ability theory is stimuli and respond activity. It means that t
process of acquiring language can be faster. In other word, children who live in
mmunicative society (the society which always full of communication) su&

market, retail market will acquire the vocabularies from adult. And children who

are often q(ed to communicate, will get more v
child. For i chi i




give correction with makan and as the result the child finally will say matan
which close to the word makarn.

Therefore, the researcher is cager to investage it by taking “The Effect of

the Application of Learnabilitys’ v language Acquisition by Children two

N ﬁhc c | T‘E
e, tre th: the chitdren. t ing s
kot ildren 1o respond that stimulies as explainedyin t

aph. | hen the chifd will be guided @ pronounce the word tha

@en acquired. it is based on the rescurcher's observation in atlendinﬁ

language development in daily Life. Al children is taught how to remem

words, how ta pronounce that words and even how to construct the words. An
this research will be conducted by giving some treatments to subject of them
research,
1.2 The Problems of the Study ' U
Based on the above background, the problems of this study arc b
I Is there any effect of application of learnability theory on language
acquisition by children two vears old ?
2. What is the dominant input influencing the language acquisition by
& children two years old ? &
1.3 The Objectives of the Study

| ioirto the problems, the researcher aims;
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1. to investigate the effcct of application learnability theory on language
acquisition by children two years old , and

2. to investigate the dominant input influencing language acquisition by

children two ye

pe of the Study

“his stu cals e ..u.N E hildren.

on t\‘rﬂ vears old thldrcn

¢ age of

ction is based the consideration that language can be seen by the expression ot

its language function. Speech function comprises to statement, question, offer, z@
command.

1.5 The Significance of the Study m
The findings of this rescarch are expected to be useful for: U
1. The university students, as their input in -le&rning'ihé aspects of the I

Language, and to invite them in discussing the interrelated study of

e ]

ianguage and other aspects.
Lecturers of psycholinguistics, as an input in giving examples a

& illustrations in teaching psycholinguistics especially in discussi
_ Indonesian children acquisition cases, and Q

; embers of the socicty who are interested in linguistics to be the
0 qurthu research. eo




