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1.1 Background of the Study UNI VIE

Language is a system of a

entional symbols which permits all

977:3) é language stands at the center of human atfam

tional communication, English language is the most do y used.

In o be able to communicate in English languagc, undoubtedly, a per t
W(mr basic skills: reading, writing, speaking, and hstening. Readi
ing used written expression, while speaking and listening are conducted thxm

oral expression.
t is not surprising that the students normally assume wriling to be a soliary,

Zmal act. Most of them feel that when they set out to put pen to paper, they L

bgne. However, the solitizde they may require for this onc limited as

writing—putting pen to paper—has led them to misunﬁefStand the process of writing
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an ancient technologi
converse With one anoth I,ghM
e in ameaplace togetherofal

invented, people to face, in order to
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converse. Wrniting lets conversation go on in spite of the fact that people taking part in
it were thousands of miles away. Writing even lets people converse with the dead in a

limited but valuable way.

Writing has the effect,

e of the forms of writing is essay. Essay is a kind of scientific writing #Man

> written tests will be in the form of essay. Furthermore, the basic structure

essay will help in career-related writing, from a job application letter to the m@

ports. Tt provides valuable purposes. it will make the student who writesian

osert out and organize your ideas z.md.thmk them through clearly. e
learn to 1df:nt1fy Jjust what your ideas are and what support exists to back thém

ns not just in school and your carger t

L the dcscrlpm e, clﬁ

that every student espex
process. In order to produce a good writing there is a series of process that should be




followed. Mevers (1992:8) points out that the composing process is the method by
which a writer discovers and expresses new ideas. Therefore, in a process, there must

be some errors or mistakes completed by the students. These errors may be in the

form of composition skiil and gra

Gorrell and d7(1967) says that writing grows

S NE
es more readily through c

expression and is

intended {0 cor

ess 0 do some correetion on the students’ errors in writing an essay 0

wSay 1s taught only for university students because through learning t

# they can prepare themselves to write more scientific writing, which is cam
1

¢scs. That's why to correct their errors in writing essays gives inval
- '

Zbution to them, especially in guiding him to write a theses.
n evaluating essay, some teachers tend to focus on the use of grammar b

ay_this happcens because most of theories in evaluating essay put much a

on the grammar skill. Actually, if the purpose of the evaluation is the students’ ability

mgidea 1s very im

ne general idea. The 10 developing
N Eevaluatin £$8a is quite

form two sides:

different from ot



composition skill and grammatical skill. That’s why the writer is interested in using

Langan’s model as the main theory of his research.

1.2 Problems of the Study
In the relatigh”to the background that has been ment

nS NE

do the second year studen 3 nt of

%ﬁtme University make in writing argumentative ¢
t is the most dominant type of errors that the second yaa«dcnts of
&

nglish Department of Padang State University make in ng

argumentative essay?

>3. What are the causes of the errors? m

ijec_tive of the Study P

The objective of this study is to obtain the answer to the questions mentioned in
t arch problem. Therefore, this study is aimed at finding out the most d

type of errors made by the second year students of State University of Padang in

iti umentative essay. Furthermore, this study is also aimed at fi

es of those em!'

1.4 The Seopc of the Stu

This study wi

students of English Department of State University of Padang in writing essays.



Among four types of essays proposed by Langan, J (1997), namely narrative,
descriptive, expository, and argumentative essay, the writer will focus his analysis on

an argumentative cssay.

L.5 Significance of tudy

It is expected t thsngs N E

£ ' '«s’h who learn writing argum
ing subject to know and recognize the errors in t

stud; anlative essays. The result of this study is also cxpectedﬁ useful

for*as the basis to reduce making errors in the argumentati

Wnore, it is expected that the findings of this study can also be used g

>cr to find out the teaching strategy to reduce errors in writing.
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