CHAPTER [ MILIK PERPUSTAKAAN!

INTRODUCTION UNIMED ¢

1.1 The Background of the Study

Parents and adults alike, arc always amazed at the development of their children’s

children wergsudde p - isitions séeme
gthing thalﬁs an being found to be so extraordinary. &
The s on the language acquisition in human infants have al@way na
- cinatitgh the ages. Human beings have been blessed with the gift of wi
hich @i tiate them from other creatures on earth. The realization of the gift
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¥here had been many rcsearch made regarding our cuniousity of the langua

ed to only thc human being made us curious each time we see an inf:

dev nt namely from a crying baby into an adylt with the capacity of speech.

acqva of human children since the history of mankind. Several of those rc

ad tgreme such as the tollowing examples as found in Fromkin (1983;2 1-222
iG] 1998:37),

Psa%icus, an Egyptian pharoah who lived during the 7 century B%vcd

that language was innate and that when children were isolated after birth from any

acquirc the language they had bv with. Sg
Nc ;n aid t ha&o}c a few awords of
an |

Phyrgian whichii§ithic [ndo European langtiage of today’s



* King James V from Scotland in the 15" century also performed a similar
experiment. It was reported that the children spoke good Hebrew.
»  Akbar a Mogul emperor of India in the 16" century was also interested to know

whether language was innate or acquired through the exposure of adults speech.

s nurse to take care of

' isolate@place. The children Nau uire speech.
From all_thest

hes showcd that peoplc trom early S0

zure

they were without any human interaction, from the parents an

age acquisition of infants. They were interested in

anm the language. They needed to find out how infants coul

ey lived in. In most cases it was proven that infants acquired ianguaw
hi

throug communication between the infants and their parents and caretakers in t

envirgnment they lived m Even though the ability to acquire language scemed to bU

innat!ever, they needed the stimulus of the environment to be able to acquire thb

language, _lafants need other people especiaily their carctakers to motivate therrle

namely through crying, cooing, uttering sounds, or meaningtul w

igh will h em to be able to carry a conversation, to communicate their ne d
S With 0@;00;)18 in the community. According to several experts, such a‘sggam

y Taylor (1 , Dardjowidjojo (2000:48-49) thc

aking ards sma chlll (1983:26) as

the adults in spe

adults tend to




(1990:237), “A mother ‘converses’ with her infant by treating any kind of sound, burps,
wheezes, random vocalizing babbling — as contributions to the conversation™.
As Kuhl (2000;13)further explained that,

“motherese” is instructive,.... New data suggcst that language addressed to infants
plays a much more 1mportant role 4 The umversal speaking style used by
caretakers around the world when the ssiindants, often called “mothercse™

be lown to bc prcferred ove ¥ 1rected speech by

mfants given 0ice. Moreovcr th gcratcd stress at dhincreased pitch
typical of infar sls
Infant—di - ._ dat

onetlc units.

the ¢ used for motherese in the Bahasa Indonesia is called ‘Bahasa Sang Ibu’.

explamgd that ‘motherese” is used because of the motivation in communicating and

bec

the nced of the caretakers in teaching language to the infant. Therefore, i

ed to comununicale that adults adjusted their speech register. Dardjowi

xplained further that the adjustment in the caretaker’s speech register served twi

Ctions r@y to facilitate understanding, and to get the child to be invui@ the

of first @ quisition viewed from the,i

¢ infants, wher
gommunication of infants in

caretakers and

be Hmited to the natural environment

communicating with their caretakers and other people. The researcher wants to discover
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whether Indonesian caretakers make use of the special speech rcgister known as
‘Motherese’ and whether Indoncsian infants are also responding similarly or differently
to the use of “Motherese” as the other children in another culturc and country. The study

will be conducted towards the carctakers communicating with two infants that are at the

ational skills are at the

otherese’ or what is also
a cech’, or ‘child directed spccch will be recorde 200
efThe infants’ utierances and reactions’ will be recorded, and use of

" otherz kelakers will be observed, however it i1s limited to the utterances

caret, ng motherese and that of the infants in the shapes of their early words.
this stu>hc researcher will focus on the word ‘motherese’ instead of the other te

namelygtbaby talk’, *parcntese’, “caretaker speech’, or “child directed speech’. U

.2 The arch Problem

arch will try to answer the following probiems:

How

¢ caretakers (the person who is taking care of the infant) struct@eir

vgxons using mothercse in communicating with the infants?

. HOw does the infaitrat the babbling period response to the us
3. How dog 1




1.3 The Objective of the Study
The objectives of the study are intended to describe:
1. the use of motherese by the caretakers in communicating with the infants.

2. the development of the first language acquistion of two infants in

akers wherc the infants

1.4 The S¢ 6

n cové\e study, the researcher will limit her observah(mQ
D i #n that of the caretakers (namely the parents, grandparents, aun
» also older siblings, baby sitters ete.) with the infants. The researcher wa

cles
concchn!y the utterances of the caretakers which uses motherese. Therc{ore.

study, nly be limited to the utterances that the infants and caretakers makc

infaril§#B€ing observed will be at the ages of seven-month old (0;7) and 17-month o

(1.5 )Zbegmnmg of the research respectively, and by the end of the rescarch, th

il be gwonths old (0,10) and seventeen-month old (1 ,6) respectively. 2
he Siggncc of the Study 8
researchers

Qrc interested in knowing the sumlav ifferenceglo!
cgiNr &ng served On two
i$al the babbling a hol period.




. lecturers who teach Language Acquisition m Indonesian Universities in enriching
their resources on Language Acquisition of Indonesian Children.

. parents and other adults who practice Motherese in communicating with infants

and young children.




