CHAPTER ONE
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The global development towards the 21 century which is characterized by the

advancement in science and te pacts on every walk of life.

clous of the lmpN of language @
ng ph c& the globe to become transpa

interac@u g nations have become stronger and stronger. Th
inQ among nations, popularly known as “The global village™, promptcd
function of a foreign language to become very significant. This fact e

mmg and learning of a foreign language to a very important position ‘in “

has made us com a tool for global

munity.

A English as a language which is used internationally or globally has been t

ZImost all countries in the world. It has become the language which is 1
?mly used in international trade, diplomacy and tourism and that it is st b}
e and more people than any other languages. English is also one of

imp@ means for acquiring access to the world's intellectual apd technica

esources. In other words, i1t can be said that English is a library language, 4

, dechnology and international trade,

S an ’m ﬂe
g reign | :



some private elementary schools, English is offered as an elective subject. However,
the proficiency in English of the Indonesian students still shows unsatisfactory
quality of the outputs. The unsatisfying quality of education in general and English in

particular in Indonesia, of course, relates to various variables. On one hand, the

variables may come from. the e 1n teaching English to their

students, while @a'the other hand, 1t mayeome from the students
cases, the'Supporting pra rE [
DTes ce thesucce

s¢ of teaching and learning process

emselves. In other

institution will

satly inﬂs
many factors to be considered and steps to be

en for
fi erment of the teaching-learning process and the devclopmcnté quality
t an resources. Among the many aspects of the teaching-leaming it
ﬂbc that the strategies applied are not appropnate. The use of stra
;tegies in leaming can result a better output. One of the strategies is Lam

Eaming Strategies (LLSs) which has been shown in some studies as one a

ors behind the success in learning a language (Wenden and R’ubin,b

?lley and Chamot, 1990; Oxford, 1993; Cohen, 1990). So, in this case it might be
right solution to apply the strategy that can be used by the students.
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.1 Background of the Study

Learning A8  anfon-going process in life. The sayin

dNue' - oaea ¢ takes
mal, or informal.

¢ a successful_person, one should learn.
“What”, “why”, and “how” to learn in order to be the one who can lead a better life

e whether

it is formal, non f



can be said to be an individual choice. This implies that to be successful, the three
aspects should be covered. [f the “what” and “why” are clear, the “how” is the most

important thing. In this respect, a leamer tends to apply a certain strategy in his‘her

learning processes. This is especiallyftruetin, the attempt to study Enghsh as an

international langg nglish as a means of communiCa

should be well-master: tgents Nl E SG
the 4 the four language skills

readin ing) where grammar resides in the four, a wise

a;* egy or strategies. S/he should be able to approach the leam
wrough the application of one or two or perhaps as many strategies as ap
There are a number of LLSs available and some of them are over-lappifie

)sludy, some of the LLSs would be discussed and eventually one would espegiall
Pbegfocussed as used in this present study. u

z LLSs have received much attention since the late 1970s. Reiss (1985) ﬁ

ﬁmﬂng the past decade, the emphasis on foreign language research had €

the teacher to the learner and educational research had identified a ()

fac t account for some of the differences in how students learn. However,

Harlow (1988) insists that although the instructional process involves&tea

with finding the best meth answer that they fail to attend

to the learning process. The method used by a teacher is not the only factor to create



sucessful learners. The learners themselves must also take their part in order to get
satisfying results in their learning. One of the steps learners can take to improve their

leamning performance is by acknowledging their own strategies in the leaming

process.

0 eir &ve anguage
aifl skills in&a ing, namely hstepin h&“
a\a language skills, there is another skill wh S

ge, that is grammar as Brown (1994) argues that one of

le 2
tks which operates language. Oxford (1990) asserts that grammar |

ge skill and it infersects and overlaps with the four other language

>icu1ar ways. In Indonesian schools, the term “Structure’ is sometimes of m

ﬂd to replace *Grammar’ as the previous focuses on sentence meaning and pg

sentence as a preparation for the communication while the latter does not c:j

meaning at all. In other words, grammar is external to meaning (Ricoeur

guage is a means of communication and meaning (Semantics) is oee
asp@of language, Structure is a more appropriate term to use.

Ss are proved as one of the factors behind the success in leamir&n

Shmaish (2002)! ws that more proficient students use strategies more

he less p Nﬁ there is no ﬁ o
andigrammar profic that LLS

age skill. Extensive mvestigation has shown the

importance of LLSs in making language learning more efficient and in effective



producing a positive effect on learners' language use (Wenden and Rubin, 1987,

O'Malley and Chamot, 1990, Oxford, 1996, Cohen, 1990). The most general findings

among the investigations of LLSs was the use of appropriate LLSs leads to improved

{1990; O E ds
« notmn that the use o

to take responsibilities for their own leaming

*ing
autgnomy, ndependence, and self-direction. /
%ﬁ, this study was conducted to help the English learners in In

m& their leaming strategies and to show teachers as well as lecturers of d
foreign language that it is important to identify and comprehend hm
pstrategies of their students are applied in varied language activities so that th
Zy an active and supportive roles, which can enhance the duties of | e
hers or lecturers. Furthermore, it is also necessary to ask the ﬁ
ﬁmatically to descnbe in details how they proceed in performing theav
strategies. This 1s suggested by O'Malley, Chamot, Stewner, Kupper and Russg
%:57) saying that the learning strategies of good language &m,
dentified and

(19

Indonesian teachers (and/or fents need to keep on learning

foreign languages, even when they are no longer in a formal classroom setting. Both



students and teachers are well aware of the importance of studying English for
gaining admission of future job vacancies as English has become one of the inclusive

requirements. It can be clearly seen in job vacancy advertisements that one of the

requirements to be fulfilled is _pre spoken and written English besides the

computer literacy

d it is known for sure that apart fro

her factors, the realitv

which is faced by some,if nSat IeNisErGtefY of
w pan&hude by stressing learnin #

can play an active role in helping their students succe

nglish. On the

nstmca
le e target language. Thus, research on the LLSs of the Indo £student
&

ot only sensitize the students and teachers to the use of these str but

Mncoumge them to develop their own profiles of the learning strategies at n

)r classrooms.

Problems of the Study

aWitl:nrc:ﬁ.eru%m:cto the background of the study, there are two questionS to be

in this research, namely;

aﬁn&t Language Learning Strategics are the most frequently used?

. Is there any significant difference between Language Learning S 1S uSe

by the hlﬁ the low scoring students in grammar ciency?

NimE



1.3 Objectives of the Study
The primary objective of this study is to answer the questions as stated in the

research problems. Thus, the aim of this study is to investigate the strategies used by

the students and to focus on the differences between Language Leaming Strategies

seoring students due to grammar pro

pS NEg
&mfocused on the third year students of 6
Lit lamic University of North Sumatera with regard to nguage
Lksuategies (LLSs) use under the categories proposed by Oxford (19

are divided into two main classes, namely direct and indirect strategie

> further subdivided into 6 groups which include Memory, Co%

ﬂmpensaﬁon, Metacognitive, Affective and Social. This study will inve

used by high and lo

ope of

ch strategies among the six are most frequently used by students in

esial ly in studying grammar.

LS %nﬁcance of the Study
eneral, a study on LLSs is always very exciting and 1nte& to be

nducted. The bjlgs of this study are expected to be useful in terms of helpi;

understan mgﬁ ing sgategies in
:hoose app which are suitable for them.

The information and knowl:

certainly provide a better

insight and understanding in dealing with others and oneself in terms of trving to find



the best strategies to discover the best outcomes of the teaching and learning
processes.
This study is hoped to be useful as a valuable input for teachers as well as

lecturers in understanding the differe used by their students. In addition, it

may also provide agfinding leading 1o further in-dep dies, which attempt 10



