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have been asked questions, invited to do something, etc. In a terminology
introduced by J.L. Austin (1975), such functions of language are called speech
acts.
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Speech act as one of pragmatics is mainly concerned refers to a theory,
which analyzes the role of utterances in relation to the behavior of speakers and
hearers in interpersonal communication. Tt is not ‘an act of speech’ in the sense of

Parole, but a communicative activity (elogutionary act) defined with reference to
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While many studies have examined the requests as an important part of
speech act as performed by English native speakers, the range of language is still
relatively small. Requests by native speakers in English arc thc most frequently

described such as Blum-Kulka & llouse (1989), Bilbow (1995), and Aijimer

(1996). However, relatively studies of requests inAsian languages have been

published in English, Of these H er Japanes
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9he Problems
Based on the background of the study above, the writer proposes two m

prob%to be investigated in this study: 8

1. What strategies are used to perform requests in Bahasa Indonesia?

Which tegy is more dominantly used in donesia?
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1.3 The Scope of the Study
The study deals with request strategies used by native speakers of Bahasa
Indonesia. The analysis of strategies is merely based on the level of directness.

This study identifics three levels of directness for request. The first level is

*direct’. This includes forms: [Ch convey requis prce by purely syntactic

means such a grammatical mood or an igit ormative verb:
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ill be female, living in Medan, north Sumatra.
I

zrhe Objectives of the Study b

je objectives of the study are as the followings:
. To find out what strategies are used in performing requests in B

onesia.
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1.5 The Significance of the Study
This study is significant:

1. To help us understand how requests are performed across a wider range of

language, and hence to what extent strategies for performing requests-and




