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{ resulting from an inadequate co

9 ough this occasionally leads to breakdown in comm foreign

earners generally manage to overcome their problems by emplo@e or

e so-called communication strategies. Hence, it is acknowledged that on

blems of leaming a sccond or foreign language is how to commucate in
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The learners of a second or lorcign language have different expericnces i

— learning a language. Some arc more successful than others. This is because the lyb

d amount of experience vary [rom person to person as well as from language
wuage. Actually, the leamners have developed habits of thought as well as sp
a:wms of their tirst language or their mother tongue which has a very diz

from the target language. Such differences pose some problems for t ond
mign language learners. The differences between two languages intemhen
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tu:)n abme it m there are(s
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learners of on guage set out to learn the other language (Spo
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a. Leaming a language involves an opportunity to analyze it, consciously or

unconsciously, inot its compone

how ils constituent parts

b. Learning a ¢ involves an opportunity

gcombinable g aticall ry iLs.
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tnguistic and non-linguistic context.
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er own knowledge with that of native speakers or other targets
Learning a language involves an opportunity (or new items to be reme
m f. Lcarning a language involves an opportunity for the new skills t
> practiced. m
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Besides those necessary conditions, it may also be necessary to compare lomb

z:md informal learning situations whlch greatly influences second and forci

anguage learners. Spolsky (1989: 89) states that in a formal situation. languag

cd only 1o study whereas in an informal situation the Janguage is being u

ommunication. in an informal situation, the learners are surrounded by

wrs of the target language., but in a formal classroom. only the teachegem.
n da formal situation, it is carefully controlled. while in an informal sit the

language is fregsand normal. In an informal situation. attention 1s on the meaning
the, communj 1al situation, it is o s drill. Henee, if

to learn a secoMg’ M e::rstand the sit




condition of & language, and it is indeed necessary (o rely on the descriptions of a

sccond or foreign language.

Marcover, lingli :ome the primary mie nedium of science and

plomacy, b N and a signy

lish in Indoncsia has become necessary. In terms of the concept outlined

oncsia’s policy emphasizes the role of English in the country as a stron

forcign language rather than a second language.

The term ‘English as a foreign language’, must be distinguished from the t
“Fnglish as a second language’. Ownic (1997: 8) states that a language is consider:b

foreign language when the language is taught as a subject in school but is nob

edium of instruction of communication, for example, English in Indongsi
iland and Japan. English as a second language is one in which English

mn natively but is widely used as a medium of instruction and a means of official

nformal communication for intranational functions in schools, fo al

situation and f[ publication, for example, [nglish in "'hng,,dpurei the Philipines a

other foreign

The Indonesid : i i derations as it is the



language for international communication, (Kachru, 1987: 98 in Ownie, 1997: 8).

sichment ol the Indonesian language in its

English is one of the main sources o

attempt to be a language of scicnce, technology, com plitics and others which

Indoncsmn

other forei gn gEes.

e CTLLI overscas o mmp

efforts have been madce by the Indonesian government o improve'the English

I%agc competency such as conducting upgrading courses for young lectu

cnding them abroad 1o continue their education.

Unfortunately. a research report from Badan Litbang Depdikbud RI in m
concluded that indonesian junior high school students’ ability in English \»D
o

regarded low. The conclusion comes from the data that 76.95 % students of se

vear of Junior High School are unable 10 use dictionaries. Thus. only 5 % stud
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9110 are able 1 use dictionaries (Sugiarto. 2001). The conclusion implies th
fa

ilure is caused by the teachers™ emphasis on the teaching of language s

r than language skills
The research findings also implied that the communicative approach &ed i

1 curriculum has failed to achieve its goals since the students v

~nglish. Therefore, the pi stu investigate the

ion of commuanic approach rse level. The pérposc is to

find out the cats e failures in achicving the curri




As it is in other Indonesian schools, English subject is one of the main

subjects stated in the National Curriculumisfor Senior High School and taught in SMU

Negeri 1 Medan. aght twice a week and in

each meeting it is taught for two hour, uration of time in eagh meeting is 45
inutes"Howeyer, $ m:ﬂ‘r& e level hers. I
nstance (&1’5 d sccond year grade, English is taught éﬂ' week. k
for, Sear level, English is tanght four hours for the Natural S*ﬂjw, SIX
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the Social major and eight hours a week for the [.anguage major.

urriculum, English subje

There are eleven English teachers in the school. All of them have S1 d
ngish. Each teacher teaches different grade. The English teacher lor the first

students is graduated from Engplish Department of the State University of Mem

(UNIMED), and the English teachers for the second and third vear grade :
graduated from English Department of the University of North Sumatra (USU).
The English teachers teach English by using English textbooks as their mai

urce materials. They use the books entitied Komunikasi Aktif Bahasa In

ritten by Sugeng HS, Sri Mulyono, and Sri Loo Widodo, which is publish

1 Serangkai Jakarta in 2003. The curriculum is based on the I‘)‘)mlish

curriculum, which has already been revised which is called as the ¢ fum

suppiEmcnt 00 o
1.2. Pro snftth ' M e

e present studyrare stated g




.a. What are the teachers’ perspective towards the communicative approach in _

language teaching and learnis

application of the

1.3.

ching English,

’01.4. Objectives of the Study m

> The objectives of the study are as follows:

i o mvestieate the teachers” perspeetive in icaching Fnglish,

L=
z b, to investigate the constraints against the success of cbmmuﬁ’i't:at"ive:-a*pproab
“ ’S. Significance of the Study
The present study’ findings will be useful for English teachers especially in
% Negeri 1 Medan as to improve their teaching strategies and also %l for

school administrators as a contribution for the better improvement in teachir




