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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. The Background of Study 

It is a truism to say that language is essential to human life. We can’t 

deny that language allow people to say things to each other and express their 

communicative needs. As a social being, we interact with others to share 

information and beliefs, exchange ideas and feelings, make plans, and solve 

problems. And to make this interaction run well we need a communication to 

express feeling and experience in spoken and written modes in order to get 

something meaningful. 

Generally language showed significant and colossal that human 

behavior that has evolved, or in other words it is developed in accordance with 

his/her fellowman and that it grew as more and more human beings contribute to 

its development. In addition, language is a representative of thought, feeling, 

action, and communication. 

Communication (Smith, 2001; 20) is the process of sending, receiving 

and interpreting messages through which we relate to each other and to our larger 

world as well. Communication is a very significant part in our life as a social 

being, because without communication, we would not be able to function. During 

every single day of our life, we meet so many people and do many activities. 

However communications occurs, it is essential in helping us initiate, develop, 

control, and sustain our contact with others. 
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Languages also stay alongside with human activities. Means, whatever 

we do in our life, we use language. Meaning of words or utterances depends on 

the meaning of the word or utterances themselves and situational context. Related 

to those explanations above, linguistics which is regarded as the study of language 

explains about aspects of language in its use. One of the interesting topics in 

learning language is to deal with the language which is used or what the user 

intends to convey by using the language. 

In linguistics there is one part which relation with my topic, it is 

studying about literature. Literature divided into three parts, they are Prose, 

Drama and Poetry. Literature (siyanni 1991: xiv) is the study of meaning, whereas 

most literature affect man idea, life and attitude of man, where and when literature 

takes, because literature is not one hundred percent of fiction and nonfiction.  

Literature is a work that rules a significant reflection of life and imaginative 

extension. It emphasizes reading as active activity involving thought and feeling. 

It is also encourages the readers to value their emotional reactions and their 

experience. In short, there is relationship of experience between  reading literature 

and experience. 

. Figurative language (Wren and Martin 1995:v) is the use of a word or 

words diverging from its usual meaning. It can also be a special repetition, 

arrangement or omission of words with literal meaning, or a phrase with a 

specialized meaning not based on the literal meaning of the words. Perrine states 

that figurative language is another way of adding extra dimension to language. 
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Figurative language is a more effective means of saying than direct speech due to 

some reasons. First, it gives the readers imaginative pleasure 

In analyzing a literary works, theoretical works, and theoretical 

approaches can be used. Theoretical approach are divided in two parts, they are 

intrinsic and extrinsic. In theory of literature(Renne Wellek1948;39) states that 

intrinsic approach means that analysis is based on the text of literature whereas 

extrinsic approach means that the analysis is also supported by other field of 

knowledge beside the literature itself, and the other aspect beside the text of the 

poems. 

In this occasion, louse both of theories; because his use other 

knowledge such as: social, politic, economic and historical background of African 

American to support my analysis, especially the African life condition beside the 

poetry itself. 

Poetry is one part interest to study. Meaning poetry itself can be explain 

as quotation by Robert Hill “Etymology the word poetry derived from the Italian 

word “poesia” means to make or to construct. Poetics means the make, and then 

we have the word poet, the writer. Poesies’ means the making and it becomes 

poetry, the art of poet. Poem is a piece of writing in verse is regular metric line”. 

Many people make a great poetry; one of the poets is Langston Hughes. 

Langston Hughes Poetry that present about slavery. In this poetry, the writer 

found figurative language in each verse of Langston Hughes Poetry. Langston is 

one of the famous writers in America. There are some aspects that make his 

poetry become interesting to discuss, one of aspects is that Hughes poetry shown 
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the real condition that happen to black people in 19th century. Everybody has a 

dream, because a dream is a hope, a wish and aspiration about what they want to 

be they grow up, how they want to live, whom they want to marry and how their 

life will turn out. 

Based on situation, the writer was doing the best effort to prove that 

Hughes transforms idea of African American dream as literary works. Most 

people know that Hughes wrote some literary works about African American’s 

life, who suffered from segregation and discriminatory laws in America. He 

presents pictures of African American life in his poetry. 

Since literature is not one hundred percent of fiction and  nonfiction, so 

it means that poetry is the expression of the poet feeling. He is not an imitator, but 

the poet shows his own perception and imagination. That’s why in analyzing a 

poem, there are some aspect and possibilities can be analyzed in this statement, 

because poetry built by elements. Based on theory Wren and Martin, the writer 

intends to conduct a research on cooperative principle in order to know what 

Langston Hughes poetry meaning. Furthermore, the writer decided to analyze 

poetry from Langston Hughes which described the situation African American 

dream in slavery era. 
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B. The Problems of Study 

For this research, the research problem is to describe what kind of 

Figurative Language is used in Langston Hughes Poetry. To help the writer do 

this research, the research questions are formulated as the following: 

1. What are the types of figurative language used in Langston Hughes 

poetry? 

2. What is the dominant type of figurative language used in Langston 

Hughes poetry? 

3. What types of poetry used in Langston Hughes poetry? 

C. The Objective of Study 

The objectives of study are to discover figurative language which is 

found in Langston Hughes Poetry. By determining the categories of figurative 

language, it is directed: 

1. To describe types of figurative language used in Langston Hughes 

Poetry 

2. To find the dominant types of figurative language used in Langston 

Hughes poetry. 

D. The Scope of Study 

It is necessary to make the limitation of the study. The study is related 

to the analysis of figurative language used in the poetry of Langston Hughes. The 

poetry is followings: 

1. Dream variation  

2. Dream 
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3. Dream deferred 

4. I dream a world 

5. As I grew older 

6. I continue to dream 

E. The Significance of Study 

It is becoming useful that the significant of this study can contribute a 

better understanding of studying language development that presenting notion, 

information, and idea through its function. It is expected that result of this study is 

useful for: 

1. The students of university that want learn about Langston Hughes Poetry 

which contains ideas African American Dream. This thesis will help 

them to find out which figurative language in Langston Hughes Poetry. 

2. The students and those who would like to know more about figurative 

Language in Langston Hughes Poetry. By knowing the pattern, the 

students would to develop poetry as good as possible in literature. 

3. English teacher or lecturer because they will know and teach about 

poetry which contains the ideas of kind’s poetry such as: haiku, ballad, 

ode, sestina, dream poetry. They will know about the application of 

poetry with studying haiku, ballad, ode, sestina, dream poetry. 

4. Other researchers who will find it easy to analyze the material in written 

or spoken. 


