CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
A. Background of the Study

As we enter to a new era which is called information and globalization
age, productive and educated citizens require stronger literacy abilities especially
in English, not only as global language but also as the language of science,
technology and advanced research. As a result, the man with stronger and wider
knowledge will be more valuable. This is match with Islamic perspective. Allah
suggests to engage in a committee. He will rise the degrees of people who believe
and who have been granted knowledge.

“In Indonesia, English is known as the first foreign language with very
limited use including the place, time, and environment. However, the age of
information growth is likely demands on people’s reading ability in English
language. It plays an important role in the process of globalization as
international language. This is why the Indonesian government chooses english as
first foreign language to be taught in Indonesian school. By putting it as one of the
subject in the curriculum, hopefully students will have an ability to use it and
when they have interested on it, the way for them to get in touch with the
international community is widely opened. In applied language over the last
decades, it has been common to divide language into the four skills and then to
add grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation to them. Hence the curriculum of
KTSP (Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan) is seeing language as linguistics

system or a set of skills rather than describing language in term of how it is used



in communication. As a result, the scope of teaching language at senior high
school includes four language skills; listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
Those four skills are taught in an integrated way.

In this research, the topic will deal with reading skill based on the
consideration that success in reading will be very important for students both for
academic and vocational advancement. For more than a quarter of a century
language teachers have been dominated by the idea that speech is the primary
form of language, writing is secondary. So, it is logic that there is such a common
sense that teaching language is nothing more than a remedial stage of preparation
to the more rigorous. Moreover, reading is regarded as somewhat dull because
today’s generation gets philosophy from the movie. In fact, studying literature can
assure intellectual stimulation even at the beginning stages of learning.

According to the statement above, there is a challenge on the foreign
language teachers to provide exposure to language and to provide opportunities
for learning through classroom activities. In class, teachers have significant rule to
bring out the fun class to the students. So, teachers should try to get students read
and develop their skills that are aimed to improve their ability and will to read.
They should be a good facilitator in creating and building an effective reading
class. One way to conduct the class to be more interesting is by using a fresh and
interesting material to be brought to class. Practically, it is not easy for students to
read material in foreign language. They are forced to face new vocabulary and
grammar that are definitely different from their mother language. It is hard for

them to guess and predict the correct cues behind the texts because of their



imperfect knowledge of the language. Rather recalling cues with which they are
familiar, they are forced to recall cues that they either do not know or know
imperfectly. Because of this, readers will forget those cues much faster than they
would remember the cues in their native language. Here, the object is very
important. So, the object of all readers is, or should be, comprehension of what
they read. Therefore, it is clear that the goal of reading is the comprehension of
meaning. Every teacher has different ways to present the material. In relation to
this, some teaching methods have been used to make students interested in
learning English.

Teacher also uses several kinds of media to teach English such as picture,
game, song, poster, realia, etc. in order to make them work well. Young learners,
for example, Junior High School students usually respond well to being asked to
use their imagination, they may well be involved in puzzle-like activities, in
making things, in drawing, in games, in physical movement or in songs. It means
that English teacher should not remain passive or give up all efforts to make
improvements. Many reading comprehension studies consider the extent to which
visuals, that is any graphic display that portrays all or some accompanying text’s
content, help reader to comprehend factual information. Comic is an art form
using a series of static image in fixed sequence. There are two kinds of comics,
comic strips and comic books. A comic strip is defined in this study as series of
pictures inside boxes that tell a story. While comic books are collection of stories

that have picture consist of one or more titles as themes.



In other words, comic is unification, work of art among fine literary works
in which there are usual forms are the verbal explanation in fixed sequence and
has cartoon story as theme. Reading comics is more than the material in hand, that
it involves a certain immersion into the culture of the comics that one reader
which involves any number of choices to be made. Comic can help readers to get
the right visualizations.

Teacher should be selective in choosing teaching media/aids. In the
writer’s opinion, teaching English on reading skill using comic strips was one of
teaching aid in which students’ were given chance to learn English more fun. The
writer thought that comic was such supplementary cues that provide a conceptual
basis for organizing the input, the second language comprehension process would
be facilitated since learners would be better to make imagery system when
encountering words and expressions in a passage with which they were
unfamiliar. It combines pictures and sentence, so it will help the students to
understand content and context that teacher has taught easily. By using comic
strips, it is hoped that it can motivate students to read and pay attention to the

material. It will create fun learning in English.

B. The Problem of the Study

In the expectation of teaching reading, it is expected that the students are
able to understand text in some genres including narrative text. However, the
students still find it difficult to read the narrative text especially in transforming

the ideas into reading matter. Therefore, to solve the problem, comic stripes will



be to improve students’ reading achievement. In line with the background of the
study, the research problem is formulated as follows: “ Is there any significant

effects by using comic strips fo the students’ reading narrative text achievement?

C. The Objective of the Study

Comic strips is defined in this study as series of pictures inside boxes that tell a
story. In other words, comic is unification, work of art among fine literary works in which
there are usual forms and the verbal explanation is in fixed sequence and it has cartoon
story as theme. In relation to the problem of study mentioned previously, the
objective of the study is to find out whether the use of comic strips significantly

improves the students’ reading narrative text achievement.

D. The Scope of the Study

There are strategies that can be applied to improve the students’ reading
achievement. One of the strategies is comic srtips that can persuade students to
read well. This study is focused on the application of comic strips in teaching

reading narrative text to the students of Junior High School.

E. The Significance of the Study
It is expected that this research will give some significances.
1. For teachers, it might show teacher that comic and other forms of

interesting material could be used for teaching reading. This study also



could give motivation to the English teacher to create new ways or media
in teaching learning English.

. For students, it might motivate students to improve their interest in reading
since they would find out that English reading material was not
complicated, boring, and monotonous.

. For teacher and researcher, the result can be used as process to improve the

teaching performance.



